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Territories and the Committee on the Judiciary. 
J stated the fact that I stood alone on the propo- 
sition to take a part of the ‘Territory of Wisconsin 
and organize from it the Territory of Minesota, 
and gentlemen may look over the list and see who 
constituted that committee. | will repeat, that 
had I been in the Senate when that bill was passed, 
you would have heard my voice here as well as in 
the committee. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I agree with the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien} that all bills 
for the admission of States into this Union always 
have been, and always ought to be, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. I do not think that 
anybody can be so blind as not to perceive and 
understand the real character of this bill. Itisa 
territorial bill, but under a different name: nothing 
more nor less than that. 

Certainly no Senator can contend that the Senate 
has any constitutional! right to go into a territory 
comprising six hundred thousand square miles and 
a foreign population of forty thousand souls, with 
no civil organization whatever, and organize a 
State government. The admission of a State into 
the Union supposes the existence of a_ political 
organization; but here there is none. This isa 
territorial bill, and in that view [ shall vote for its 
reference to the Committee on Territories. 

For one, I shall not be asleep with reference to 
the suggestion of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
Bricut] to postpone the consideration of this 
subject, and the exciting question connected with 
it, ull the next session of Congress. Iam ready 
to meet that question now—a question which the 
country expects us to meet, and which cannot be 
dodged either one way or the other. I shall, there- 
fore, vote for the reference to the Committee on 
Territories, 


Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I move as an | 


amendment to the motion before the Senate, to 
strike out the word ‘territory,’’ and insert the 
word © judiciary.”” 

Mr. BUTLER. It will amount to the same 
thing. Never mind; let it go as it is. 

SEVERAL SENATORS. 
it is. 

Mr. YULEE withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the question to 
refer the bill to the Committee on the Territories, 
and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Bradbury, 


Yes, yes; let it remain as 


Breese, Bright, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis | 
of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Felch, | 


Fitzgerald, Hale, Hamiin, Miller, Niles, Stargeon, Upham, 
and Walker— 24, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Butler, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Downs, 


Fitzpatrick, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, | 


Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Metealfe, 
Pearce, Rusk, Turney, Underwood, Westcou, and Yulee 


—25. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the bill was then 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS. 


Mr. BENTON moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order, being the 


bill to make compensation for the transportation | 


of troops and supplies, for a limited time, over the 
isthmus of Panama; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON then said: Mr. President, the 
object of that bill has been very fully set forth by 
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The conclusion of this contract is put into the 
hands of the Sec retary of the N avy, because in 
his hands alone is the creat business of the mail 
steamers plying between our possessions on the 
Atlantic and our he Pacifie side of 
North America. These mail steamers are designed, 
to a certain extent, to become auxiliary and sub- 
servient to the naval operations of the United Siates, 
liable to become a part of its naval force, and on 
that account they are not under the control of the 
Postmaster General, to whom their immediate su- 
pervision would seem to belong. 

Nor does this bill command the Secretary of 
War—to whom, also, might be referred the appro- 
val of such contracts with propriety—to conclude 
it. The Secretary of the Navy is the person to 
whom the bill refers the conclusion of the contract, 
because he already has in his hands the great busi- 
ness of controlling the steamships which carry 
mails between the eastern and western extremes 
of our possessions, and it only lacks, sir, that a 
link be completed which lies between the Auantic 
and Pacific Oceans to perfect the communication 
between the two sides of our continent. 

The bill also provides for the transportation of 
naval as well as military stores; therefore, it very 
appropriately refers the completion of the contract 
to the Secretary of the Navy. 

The persons, Mr. President, named in the bill, 
and who, if the bill passes, are those with whom 
the contract will be made, are persons who, in my 
opinion, are entitled to the most favorable consid- 
eration. They are, in the first place, persons who 
are acquainted practically with what they under- 
take todo. One of the petitioners, Mr. Stephens, 
is known throughout the reading world for his 
travels in a part of South America, which lies near 
the country over which this road isto run. Besides 
being known asa traveler in all this region, he 
has visited the isthmus in company with two en- 
gineers to ascertain for himself not merely the 
practicability, but the cost of the work; and, though 
necessarily aided by the surveys which have been 
made heretofore under the contracts of different 
governments, he has nevertheless examined every 
inch of ground himself, accompanied by skillful 


possess.ons on tl 


' engineers, who have made their own report of the 


route. He has knowledge upon the subject, and 
without knowledge of the subject it is in vain for 
anybody to undertake it. 


The company who apply for this privilege have | 


another recommendation—that of capital to accom- 
plish it. They then, sir, have another recommend- 
ation, which is, an interest in the completion of 
the work. They are the contractors for the irans- 
portation of the mails on the other side of the 
isthmus. They have already put afloat three 
steamers of the first class, which have cost them 
six hundred thousand dollars. These steamers 
are now passing round to commence the business. 
of transportation on the other side of the isthfhus. 


| They have, then, a great sum already embarked 


in this business, and they have a direct interest in 
making successful the large amount of money 
which they have invested on the other side. They 
who undertake to carry ‘ persons and things” 
from the other side of the isthmus are those who, 


above all others, are the most interested in having | 


the means of accomplishing, in the shortest pos- 


| sible time, the transit across the isthmus of the 


the petition of the memorialists, which was laid | 
before the Senate several days since, and which | 


has been printed by order of the Senate for the 


use of its members, and reprinted in the newspa- | 


pers in this city and many newspapers throughout 
the country. 


The object which the petition so fully and yet 


80 briefly and clearly points out, needs nothing at | 


all from me to enhance it in the estimation of this 
body or the country. It is vain, sir, for me to 


enlarge upon the subject. This great object, favored | 


by all persons and circumstances and considera- 
tions, needs no commendation from me. 

The bill, Mr. President, puts it into the hands 
of the Secretary of the Navy to contract with those 
petitioners for a limited time, and for a sum not 
exceeding a certain amount. 


Ad 


te peroran and things’’ in the transportation of 
which their success depends. They have a direct 


| interest in their money already invested, and they 


have an interest in the success of their enterprise. 
They have another reason, Mr. President, why 
they should have this grant from us. They already 


| have it from the Government which owns the 


country—from the Government of New Granada 
—and are at this time in possession of the privi- 
lege of opening this road. 


1 will read to the Senate the letter of General | 
| Herran, Minister from New Granada to this Gov- | 
|, ernment, procured by these three gentlemen, 
Messrs. Aspinwall, Stephens, and Chauncey. It , 
| is dated— 


LeGaTiIon or New GRanaDda, 
Washington, Dec. 18, 1848. 


GenTLeMeN: I have had various conferences with Mr. 


| 
J 
" John L. Stephens, as representative of the association which 
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you have formed, and with powers suflicient to solicit the 
privilege of constructing a railroad in the Istiimus of Pana 
ma, under the eonditions which,in the name ot inv Goverm 


ment, | have proposed to him. From these conterences it 


has resuited that Mr. Stephens bas given me sufficient enar- 
antees, beside those which are expressed in the privilege 
conceded to Matthew Klein, under date of the Sth of June, 


1847, to ensure the execution of this work, [this is a very 
inaterial statement, sir,) and that your association binds it 
self to fulfill the conditions whieh L have proposed in favor 
of New Granada, besides those which are set forth in the 
privilege. 

In virtue of this agreement, f declare that you are in pos- 
session of the privilege conceded by the Government ot New 
Granada for the construction of a ratiroad over the [sthimus 
ot Panama. Lam, your very obedient servant, 


Pr. A. HERRAN. 


Messrs. W. H. Aspixwatt, Jno. L. Steenens, and Henry 


Cmauncry. 

This letter is in Spanish, sir, and I give ita lit- 
eral translation as | The last sentence is 
perhaps the most essential of all. In virtue of 
‘this agreement I declare that you are in posses- 
‘sion of the privilege conceded by the Government 
‘of New Granada for the construction of a ratlroad 
over the Isthmus of Panama.’’ 

So that, Mr. President, besides securing to these 

applicants this contract heretofore, as stated by 
them in their petition, the Minister of New Gra- 
nada has now, on this day, given them an oficial 
letter declaring that they are in possession of it. 
And it is.probable that the Minister himeelf may 
be within the sound of my voice when | make this 
declaration, that he has, on this day, and for the 
purpose for which it is now used, declared that 
these persons are in possession of the privilege 
wena’ by that Government. Let it be known 
that this day the parties are in possession. 

I deem it fortunate, Mr. President, that, after 
the delays which have taken place for more than 
three centuries in executing some easy and practi- 
cable communication between these two great 
oceans, the time has arrived now when the great 
work can be accomplished. Two Governments, 
both in the New World, republics, and friendly to 
each other, have entered into a treaty for the pur- 
pose of securing the execution of this work. An 
article has been inserted in the treaty, unanimously 
agreed to on the part of the American Senate, by 
which, sir, we acquire an interest, an invaluable 
interest, in the use of that work, provided we use 
the right secured to us of opening the way across 
the isthmus. 

This is done by two republics—Powers of the 
New World—acting together in making this treaty, 
and taking into their own hands. as appropriate, 
the great work which is to carry into effect the 
great idea of Columbus, in preposing to go west 
in order to arrive at the east. It is now in our 
power to accomplish it. The petitioners undertake 
to do it within three years; and that undertaking 
is made upon an actual view, an actual examina- 
tion by engineers of the whole work to be accom- 
ished. Their contract with the Government of 
New Granada gives them eight years in which to 
do this work. The privilege of which they alone 
are now in possession expires after eight years, 
and does not expire for eight years; but, actuated 
by their own interests, as well as anxious to 
comply with the universal desire to facilitate the 


ro on, 


ae 


‘ 


‘intercourse between the two great oceans, these 


| the two oceans, as it is to them. 


petitioners are ready to make extraordinary efforts, 


| and to accomplish this work within less than half 


the time. 

This is as desirable to us, to the Government of 
this country, and to all who have yet to traverse 
Their interest 
requires it, and our convenience, and the successful 


‘carrying on of our own business requires it also. 


In the case of this company—informed as they 


|" are—acquainted as they are with the work which 
_ they have to do, and in possession of the necessary 
‘ canital to accomplish it—already having six hun- 


dred thousand dollars invested in the line, which 
is on the other side of the Isthmus, and deeply 
interested in the returns which they have them- 
selves to get from capital already laid out—we have 


‘every possible human guarantee that these gentle- 


men will have the work accomplished within the 
time which they name. Then, Mr. President, it 
is a subject of congratulation, a subject of rejoicing, 
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that the United States of America, one of the first 
Powers in the world, shall be the first to carry out 


the preat iden of Columbus of coing west to obtain 
the eas Other plans may follow, sir. ‘There ts 
one ete ted across the Isth of ‘Tel 
tepec by an English company. Let it go on LL t 
it succeed. Let there be as many as possible. but, 
sir, when that work is accomplished, itis stil a 
Sritish work. It iay of ours. it not @uar- 
antied to us by tresties. We will have to tak 
our chance along with other nations. 

We may also, sir, ia tune, pet ins before long, 
accomplish thy ’ Mr. Jefferson in send- 
ine Lewis and ¢ te to the Pacifie O , the 
preat oliect of which vas tO ex Vit ) ‘ 
practica! ion vetween 
the two sides ol conti t. We may have an 
American i t to the Pacific Ocean: but t 
must be work of time. T ork across the 
Isthmus of "Veh tepec may he es da forcign 

work, it concerns us. ‘This across the Isil us 
if Shae may bec lered an American work, 
and that will be completed immediately. LT hope, 
then, that the Senators may see that ey j t 
and every feeiing that belongs to the America _ 
for ] appropri ate that term wy W oo di ction 
to the first Power in the New World—should 
make us anxious to accomplish this work, and to 
do itat once. Great will be the pride of all Amer- 
ica to be the fir 7} } 


accomplish it under circumstances ¥ 
Ita nation: 
Mr. 


this time for the 


| character ith respect to ourscives, 
4 } ‘ 
Vir. President, Ido not rise at 


nurpose of discussing the merits 


BREESE. 


of this important ent I shall leave that for 
| ’ 

some other and more auspicious time. But | rise 

to express my hope that the honorable Senator 


from Missouri will not atte 
upon this bill, nor attempt to get 
Senate upon it to-day, nor 
will give us ample time and abun dant opportunity 
to cons fully in all he details, and in it 
whole scope. I rise, sir, tate to tne 
Senate that I ormation, 
which I can implicitly rely, that a far more bene- 
ficial proposition than this presented by the Com- 
mittee on Military Ailnirs will very soon be offered 
for the consideration of the Senate. 

Sir, this is a vast matter and a vast undertaking 
which these individuals, the memorialists to this 
Government, are about to attempt, and for which 
they are to receive the sanction, patronage, and 
funds of the nment. [tf IT understand any- 
thing a! about fifty miles 


mpt to pres ipitate acuion 
a vote of the 
this week, but that he 


ide rit 


upon 


Gror 
vad will be 
in Jeneth, which, at a cost of fifty thousat 
per mile, would am 
millions of do! i n WwW, Sir, 
Government proposes to pay to therm, 
years, six millions of doliars tor 
all kinds, leaving a profit of four 
counting the folls levied on tha 
commerce of the world that 
route, 

The Senator says we 
pass across the 
nada, and that that ri eh t 
exercise it. YW hat is 
35th artic'e of the tr: 
a richt 
subjected to tue 
in order to se 
richt of way 

I hope ine attention of the Senate will be called 
to this matter, and to the vast sum of money pro- 
posed to be paid to these gentlemen; and that Sen- 
ators will bear in mind that a proposition mach 
more favorable will be pre ented to them. The 
Senate, therefore, should not act hastily upon thi 


rout rt. tuis 
1d dollars 


uunt to a liltie more than two 


> 


by this bill the 
n, for twenty 
trans ) 
millions, without 
t portion 
may pass over the 


of tne 





have obtained the rieht to 
vy treaty with New Gra- 
will unless we 
hat right designated by the 


aty 





isthmus 


be gone 


It is nothing more than 
untied to us, and we are not 
CO a of constructing a road 


arantied by this 


f wewu on 
oy Wit Fi 


' 
‘ 


‘ure Ul » privile res Fu 


subject, but give us all time to look into it, and to 
make up our minds fully in regard to it. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, | do not wish to 
be understood, in the very few remarks which I 





propose to make upon this subject at this t 
indicating what vote I shal! eive this bill on its final 
passage. I confess, however, at the ouiset, that 


my impressions are all against 


ne, as 


it—very stronge) 


< 


against 11; and I wish to be informed about it. if 


l understand the treaty between this country and 
New Granada, to the doth article of which refer- 
ence has been mi ae by the Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr. Breese,] a creat and valuable privilege was 
secured to the Government and citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. Well, sir, | take it that when that 
treaty was ratified by the Gevernment ef New 


portation of 
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Granada, their power, so far as it relates to any 
railroad that was to be built across the isthmus, 
either by the United States or her citi: , was 
performed and finished, and that it now remains 
with the Government of the United States to pre- 
seribe the mode pos manner and terms upon which 
the cit > United States are to enjoy the 
privilege sedans ting a railroad; or, in the wards 
of the treaty, ‘any mode of communication which 

ay exist, or which may hereaf fier be constructed.’ 


réens 


izens of t 


SEVERAL Si 


Mr. HALE. 


as follows: 


Read it. 


-NATORS. 


The 35th article of the treaty is 


“The Government of New Granada guaranties to the Goy 
eriiment of the United Siates that the right of way or transit 
across the Isthmus of Panama upon any medes of commu- 
nication that now exist, or that may hereafter be constructed, 
thall be open and free to the Government and citizens of 
the United States jor the transportation of any articles of 
produge, manufactures, merchandise, and commerce belong- 
ing to the citizens of the United States; and that no other 
tolis or charges shail be levied on ecinzens of the United 
States. or their merchandise, than are tevied upon the citi- 
New Granada.’ 


Z2C0ii oi 

I take it, sir, that, as far as that Government Is 
cones rned, the right of this construction is vested 
by this treaty in the Government of the United 
States, and it is not competent for any of the citi- 
the United States to go in and buy a con- 


7ens of 


tract with that Government, subsequent to this 
treaty, and pass a snap statute, and say to the Gov- 
ernment, ** Your hands are tied; you cannot ac- 
complish your object except by contracting with 


Acain, eir, this bill not only authorizes but 
directs the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a 
ract with these three individuals.= Now, it 
me, hat though the word has grown 
f late, this is, in the strictest 
“the definition, a monopoly. All the other 
eluzens dradoee United States, except Mr. pl cay 
H. As all, John L. Ste; hens, and Mr. Chaun 
cey, a y this bill are deprived, for twenty years, of 


con 
seems to 


odious ¢ 


the privileges which might accrue to the citizens 
and Government of the United States under the 
treaty with New Granada. The Secretary is not 


at lib rty, after this bill becomes a law, to receive 
proposal Is from: any b ody else » no matter how favor- 
able may be the tert 

understood th 8 heidi sentleman from 
, [Mr. Bewron,] one of the reasons as- 
sig ‘his introductory remarks as favoring the 
passage of this bill, is, that these gentlemen have 
already very vast contracts peg the Government 
on the other side of the isthm where they have 
ry e ce 1 ‘ spose that there is 
a sort of ural-revelation doctrine here, 
that to those who have much, much shall be given, 
and that the rentlemen, icanie they have 
already secured very large and valuable contracts, 
are now to have this privilege given to them for 
twenty years. If this bill lies over, I, if no other 


the carr ving of th 


to be seript 


iator does it, will propose an amendment, in- | 


structing the Secretary of the Navy to issue pro- 
ls to the whole people of United States, 


ee if there cannot be three other gentlemen 


~~ 


and s 


the 


found that have asgnuch skill, as much knowledge, 
and. as ; much ve too, to construct this railroad 
as they hay 


tis anew measure; it is one of vast moment. 
It opens a new era in ahs: hisiory of the world, 
connecting the wwo sides of this continent by this 
railroad; and Tam not prepared, at this moment, 
to say that this new phase of civilization and com- 
merea, which is now exciting the interest of the 
world, at the very first day that it sees the 
rht, is to be transferred for twenty years to 
essrs. Aspinwal!, Stephe ns, or Chauncey. 
I do not know, sir, but that IT may have mis- 
taken altogether the character of this bill; 

the way that it strikes my mind at present. I 

mopen to conviction. If there are any argu- 
ments to be given to a mind willing to hear them, 
and to be convinced by them, I would be very 
happy to hear them stated. If my convictions are 
overcome, I am as ready to vote for this measure 
as anybody else; but at present my impressions 
are more decidedly a rainst this bill than t hey have 
been uPon any act of legislation since I have been 
a member of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, 
asked the Senate to make this bill the special order 
for to-day. All that | expected, was to open the 
subject and bring it before the Senate, and that, 


' 
whole 





after due deliberation and discussion, we would |; 


but this | 


I regret that I | 


s 





. Dee. 18. 


proceed to act upon it. I did not inter d to as ct 
Senate to take any vote upon it to- day, of 
kind. I therefore stand ready to agree to thy 
ting off the bill from day to day, or for 

—— until Senators can have an o pp ortu y 


sxamine it; and I must repe at, what T then st 
the it the only way by Ww hich Senators can y 
stand this matter, is to leave the subject open, 4 
to discuss it. That is the only way. That 1) 
is necessity for time for Seiatinie to understana 
the subject, is very clear from what the & 
from Hlinois, [Mr. Brersr,] who sits 
ris tht, has just said. He supposes 
bill te elve millions of doilars are to be paid ; 
across the Isthmus of Pan 

Mr. BREESE. I said six millions. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, then, six millions. 1 
do not care about the precise amount. Ww hy 
this contract is already in the hands of these cep. 
tlemen, as a part of the contract for ¢arryi; ¥ the 
mails on the other side of the isthmus. = 
mail line of steamers was esiablished by t 
cress of the United States, for connect ne th 
two parts of America, it was stipulated, in the 
tracts entered into between the Government and 
the?mail companies, that the gentlemen who haye 
the contract on this side should carry the mail as 
far as Chagres, and that those who have the enn. 
tract on the other side should carry them from 
Chagres across the tsthmus and to the Pacific 


uu 


upon 


' 

ther , 
yet hwy ) 

tNat Hy 


transporting rn ails 





coast. 

There is, then, sir, in the bands of the se gentle. 
men, at this time, not merely the privilege, but the 
obligatior nto carry the mails from Chagres ae ross 
the isthmus, and I can say that, over and above 
that contract, they have already despatched asma ‘i 
steamer to C hagres for their own advantage in 
transportatjon, and for the convenience of passen- 
gers going by thatdirection. And I may say that, 
for considerations of humanity, they have provi- 
ded against the detention of passengers at Chacres, 
a place in itself most contemptible, and most in- 
commodiously situated upon the coast, and in] ha t 
ited b yy a peop ie with whom it cannot be desira! 
for any one to stay over night; for I believe ther € 
is nota white man among them; and, as in Rome 
it is necessary to do as Romans do, so it is neces- 
sary to do us these people do when stoppi ng 
among them. ‘These gentlemen, to provide against 
this inconvenience, have alres dy provided a small 
steamer for the purpose of meeting the steamer 
that goes down from the American coast, and ¢ 
ceiving persons at the mouth of the river, and 
taking them up as fer as steamboats run, which 
is about eighteen miles. They have already pro- 
vided this steamer, and the mails are now carried 
under that contract. 

Mr. President, it is not only that there is noth- 
ing to be paid for the transportation of the mails, 
but there is nothing to be paid any way. Tiere 
is nothing stipulated for any sum or for any time. 
The authority is only given to the Secretary of 
the Navy for contracting at a rate not exceeding 
certain rules, and for a period of time not exceed- 
ing a certain number of years. Now, sir, there is 
a rule to be taken—the rate which we pay for car- 
rying the mail between New York and Liverpoo!. 
Fi re are your rules to go by. The rate is not to 
exceed three-fourths of the amount which is now 

paid for transporting the mails alone from New 
York to Liverpool. 

The Secretary may make the rate as much be- 
low that as he can bring down the parties, and we 
all know well enough that an American officer, in 
making a contract under an act that gives him dis- 
cretionary powers, feels bound by every consider- 
ation to represent ‘th 1e wishes of his Governme! nt 
and the mass of the community in making his 
contract. So muchas to amount. Now as to the 
time. The bill specifies a great deal. The Secre- 
tary is not bound to make it one year. He may 
make it as short as he can. Let persons make as 
many propositions as they please. ‘These propo- 
sitions will aid the Secretary in making his con- 
tracts. Let persons make propositions for carry- 
ing the articles mentioned in the bill for less. But 
these propositions must come from persons who 
know what they are going to do, like these gentie- 
men, who are able to do it, and have an interest, 
like them, in accomplishing it in the shortest time. 
And w hen all is done, they will have to show, sir, 
that they have the right to obtain it from the Gov- 
ernment of New Granada, the right to obtain 
| what is shewn, by a deelaration made this morn- 


' 











ing for the purpose of being read to the American 
Senate, to have been already guarantied to these 
eentiemen. 


Now, sir, it is not the mails alone which they 

are 
every kind. But the mails are already provided 
for by a separate contract. They will carry them 
on this railroad, whereas, at present, they carry 
them on the dacks of mules. 
” ‘The articles proposed to be transported by this 
company are of every species of military and nay al 
supplies. But it is not merely these supplies, it is 
also for the transportation of persons; not merely 
military, but of all persons. These are the great 
ends to be attained and accomplished, and for these 
the bill stipulates to pay nothing. There is no 
stipulation for anything, r 
or in point of time. All is left open to contract. 
But the bill has a consideration which is of the 
highest possible moment. It is that the work shall 
be completed within three years after the time of 
contract. 

We are to thank the gentleman from Illinois 
'Mr. Brerse] for bringing forward his objections; 
but he misconceived the object of the bill, and his 
misconceptions put him off the track. 

With this I will make a few observations to the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Hate. ] 
feel as strongly as any one, against all monopolies 
—all monopolies. But there happen to be cases 
in which monopolies are both just and politic. 
There are cases in which new and extraordinary 
works cannot be accomplished except by giving 
advantages to the company engaged in them. Of 
that kind is the work before us; of that kind, sir, 
are our mail steamers, which not only go to Cali- 
fornia, but to Europe, Of that kind is the great 
Cunard line of steamers, which have won the admi- 
ration of the world. They are steamers employed 
by the Bri.ish Government. 
great enterprises set on foot, for which individuals 


TT 


to carry, but naval and military supplies of | 


either in point of money , 


Of that kind are all | 


iE 


| for ninety-nine years, 


That Senator has an argument, Which I | 


are not competent; and it is necessary, in order to || 


secure the fulfillment of such enterprises, to add 
a consideration sufficient to insure the company 
against loss, in order to get a great work accom- 


plished; and all that duly considered, I should | 
advise the Secretary of the Navy to be careful | 
before he enters into any contracts with this or 


any other company. 
beyond which he cannot go. 


The bill states a maximum | 
And there is no | 


minimum to which he is confined. The maximum, | 


sir, is in favor of the country, and | trust we can 
be satisfied that an officer of the American Gov- 


ernment will make the contract upon the best | 


terms for his Government. 

I have no objection to the bill going over, but as 
for extending it, it is death to the bill. The loss 
of a few months now is the loss of a year. And 
then it is something nevel, sir, for legislation to 


stop for the mere purpose of giving others an op- | 


portunity to come in and bid against a proposition 


desirable in itself, and particularly, sir, when the | 
object contended for is already in the possession | 


of another. 
may mar the whole object. They may offer to 
carry it for the smallest possible sum and the merest 
fraction of ime. What then? 
right is already in the possession of another. And 
what becomes, then, of the contract ? 
bill is open. ‘The bill submits the whole matter to 
the discretion of a high officer of the Government, 
and I see no reason why weshould be afraid to trust 


to his discretion in the limitations. 
Mr. ALLEN. 


An application which may come in | 


with the rights of the people of the United States, 
which are secured to them by this treaty. I desire 
to know whether it be the intention of this bill to 
divest the Government and the people of the United 
States of the right of transit across the Isthmus of 
Panama, and invest this company in New York 
with this right, to the exclusion of the people of 
the United States who may desire to ec nstruet 


That is 


ire simply to know 


railroads or canals across that isthmus. 
what I wish to know. I des 
whether we are to give up any rights that we have 
acquired under this treaty, by this bill, to any 
company in the United States, or whether the 
people of the United States, everybody in the 
United States, shall have the right to go there and 
make a road, canal, railroad, or anything else. I 
simply wish to know whether we lose any of the 
rights which we have acquired by the treaty with 
New Granada. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, 1 would merely 
say that, so far as the railroad is concerned, the 
right is exclusive for a limited time; the grant is 
But as to transit, every 
person can go according to his choice—on foot 
through the woods, on mules, or in any manner 
he may please. The privilege of the road is to be 
exclusive, and it is that in which the people of the 
United States are to get the benefit of the treaty. 

Mr. CLARKE. I rise at this moment to ask 
for the contract which was made by the Govern- 
ment of New Granada with a company of the citi- 
zens of France, in 1838, which contract has been 
transferred to these persons—the memorialists. If 
any Senator has a copy of that contract, I shall be 
happy to see it before this debate proceeds further. 
It is very desirable, in order to understand what 
will be the situation of the United States, and the 
citizens of the United States, in case this bill pass, 
for that contract to be understood by the Senate, 
before we proceed to any ratification of the petition 
of these memoralists. 

If this is to be restricted, it is very desirable 
that we should know it; and if it is to be unre- 
stricted and unlimited, we should also know it. 

I would ask whether a copy of the contract is 


| in possession of the honorable Senator from Mis- 


souri, [Mr. Benton,] or of any other person. 

Mr. BENTON. Itis in the city, and can be 
produced; but it has expired. 

Mr. CLARKE. [ unterstand that that contract 
has expired, and that the same terms have been 
granted to the present memorialists. It is very 
desirable to know what are the terms of that con- 
tract, and what are the terms of the contract under 


which the present memorialists claim the exclusive | 


right of way across the isthmus. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. Mr. President, 


| itis not probable that I shall vote for this bill, unless 


I understand it more thoroughly than it is possible 
to understand it in its present shape. [rise now 
simply to suggest one or two things, and I shall be 
much indebted to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri if he can remove my objections. The bill itself 
is not, if | understand the honoravle Senator aright, 
a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 


|| enter into a contract with these gentlemen for the 
| transportation of munitions of war, naval stores, 


The right, sir, the | 


No, sir, the | 


As this is a matter of great im- | 


portance, sir, and a subject entirely new, | desire | 
some Information in regard to it. The Government | 


of the United States has, I believe, in virtue of 


treaty stipulations, the right of way for itself and | 


for its citizens across the Isthmus of Panama. I 


desire to know whether the intention of this bill is | 
to transfer that right from the Government of the | 


United States to a company in New York, so that 
no other citizen of the United States, except that 


company, can exercise that right across the Isth- | 


mus of Panama. 

Mr. BENTON. I apprehend that all persons 
who would be at liberty to traverse the Isthmus if 
this bill were refused, would still have the same 
liberty concerning this and all other privileges if 
the bill were to be passed. 

Mr. ALLEN, I do speak of the rights of those 
gentlemen in New York. Their rights have no 
special concern in this Senate. Our business is 


| tract. 


&c., but it is a bill directing as well as authorizing 
him to enter into a contract with these gentlemen. 
The language of the bill is, that he “is hereby 
authorized and directed”’ to enter into such a con- 
It gives him no option at all, but compels 
him to enter into a contract upon such terms as 
the bill prescribes. 

Another provision of the bill is—and, so far as 
that is concerned, it is entirely in the power, the 
exclusive power, of these directors—that he is to 
give not more than three-fourths the amount which 
is now paid for the transportation of the mail 
from New York to Liverpool. The bill, if I un- 
derstand it correctly, directs the Secretary of the 
Navy to enter into a contract, to the provisions of 
which I have just referred, with no limitation, ex- 
cept that the amount paid for this service shall not 
exceed three-fourths the sum which we now pay 
for the transportation of the mails to Liverpool. 
They may go up that high, if these gentlemen 
think proper to say that they will not contract for 
anything short of that amount. 

Now, if I recollect aright, the amount which we 
pay for the transportation of mails from New York 
to Liverpool is very nearly four hundred thousand 
dollars per year. Hence we shall be paying these 


gentlemen three hundred thousand dollars per year 
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for the period of this contract—twenty years—- 
which, twenty years, would amount to six mil- 
lions of dollars. Now, if I am correctly apprized 
of the character of the country and the length of 
the road, lam very much inched to think that it 
would not cost, at the maximum, to make this 
road, more than two millions of dollars; perhaps 
t might be done for a million and a half. At the 
very utmost, the cost of making this road would 
not exceed two millions. The result would be, 
that it weuld place in the hands of these directors 
a clear profit of four millions upon an expenditure 
of two, and that without imposing on them any 
obligation to do more than to carry the supplies of 
the Government, munitions of war, public stores, 
the mails of the United States, and all persons in its 
employment—that is, persons standing in an offi- 
n to the Government. 

But I have another objection to the bill. T have 
not seen the contract which Messrs. Aspinwall, 
Stephens & Co. are said to have made with the 
Government of New Granada. IT understood the 
honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton} 
to have said, in answer to an interrogatory of the 
honorable Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. 
Ciarke,] that the original contract has expired, 
But I suppose that it has been, in sone shape or 
other, revived, as they are now in possession of 
the authority to make this read. I believe I un- 
derstood the Senator aright. 

Mr. BENTON nodded assent. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, no «, Mr. President, I 
would like to know whether the authority of which 
they are now in possession for making this road 
is an authority on the same terms as those con- 
tained in the original contract; and, if so, $ should 
like to know what those terms are. | have been 
informed by one who spoke with certainty of the 
fact, that the original contract was a generaland a 
sweeping one. It contained no limitation upon the 
amount of toll to be charged by those gentlemen. 
They might fix any amountof toll that they thought 
proper for the transportation of merchandwe of 
every description across the isthmus, from one 
end to the other, and for the transportation of pas- 
sengers. ‘The practical operation of a bill of this 
description may be this; I do not say that these 
gentlemen would use it for any such purpose, but 
they might use it so; and, looking to the interests 
of the people of the United States, we should not 
give iem the power. It may be that they may 
charge such an amount of toll for the transporta- 
tion of goods and persons as will make it the inter- 
est of persons to go themselves or to send their 
goods upon this route as the cheapest of any ofthe 
other routes which will be opened to them. Now, 
what is the other route? Around the cape? By 
charging five per cent. less than is charged on the 
other route, they would get the whole travel. Itis 
unnecessary for me to say what an immense profit 
it will be to this company. Nobody can tell what 
it would amount to. 

I make these suggestions merely for the purpose 
of showing that, if we pass the bill a8 it has come 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, we place 
in the hands of these gentlemen four millions of 
dollars, and we at once put into their hands a 
charter—for it is literally a charter—under which 
they may impose millions and millions more, not 
only for the whole period of twenty years, but for 
the whole period that their road may last. Sena- 
tors are aware that they have a charter from the 
Government of New Granada for ninety-nine 
years. I do not know anything of its renewal. 
Now, sir, as to the suggestion made by the hon- 


=e 


nm 
tha 


cial relatic 


‘ orable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bentow,] on 


which he places great weight, that these particular 
gentlemen have a decided advantage over others 
who would be likely to engage in an undertaking 
of this description; why, sir, I should be very 
glad to undertake it without a dollar of capital be- 
longing to myself, and I could raise the money in 
five days; for whoever has the authority to make 
the road, with the certainty of receiving the six 
millions, based on the credit of the United States 
Government, will be greatly facilitated in obtain- 


ing the fifteen hundred thousand or two million 


dollars which will be necessary to accomplish the 
work. But I understood the honorable Senator 
that he did not intend to’press a vote on the bill to- 
day; if he is not now prepared to answer my ob- 
jections, he may do so when the bill comes up on 
its final passage. 


Mr. BENTON. I have no objection that there 
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his calculation re " 
of expending four m 


place, upon no prin 


should be a brief delay, provided the subject be 
of. With respect to the paper asked for by the 
Senator from Maryland, it shail be forthcoming. 
letter contains other terms which are referred to 
by the parties, and which do not appear upon the 
proposition which the gentleman m ikes for a briet 
delay and the production of the paper, but the 

ting so compendious a mode 

tons of dollars. In the first 
rovern ourselves can we take away two miilions, 
Ve cannot set up our opinion as to the sum nece 


continued from day to day, until finally disposed 

rm } . » > ¢ he 

The application foriwis avery propel one, for the 
‘ 

' 
face of the contract. I concur very re idily in the 
Senator must excuse me if I do not join him in 

ile upon which he or I can 
sary to be expended in the construction of th 


road, in opposiuon to the estimate of competent 
engineers. The gentieman will find the basis of 
his calculation to be erroneous tn another particu- 
Jar. ‘The receipts for transportation are not to be 


considered in the lre 


it of profit to the company. 
IT apprehend that ther expenditure, which wall | 


very considerable, will absorb those receipts. A 
lay re number of persons wil have to b empnoyed 
along the line of t road, and there must be a 
large out! ly for buiidy 

80 employed, and to s lter those who travel. I 
appre hend there will be a larze or ay from the 
timme that the work | comple ted and transportauon 
upon it commences until the trans; 
entirely cease. We know that such ts the cas 
with all our railways, and we know that such ts 
the expense attending them, to say nothing of 


; to shelter those who are 


ortation shall 


supplics of wood and water, from the number of 
hands to be employed, that iteats deeply into the 
amount received fori conveyance of passengers. 
If we were to go upon t 
tleman, that all the receiy 
mivht well be astonis 
tunes could be made. But when you come to look 


ss, you will find that one- 


1 assumption of the gen- 
i 

ts. ! . ° 

ts are ciear prolts, we 


ied to see how rapidly for- 


at the detail of busin 
half, two-thirds, oc perhaps three-fourths of your 
receipts must go for the necessary expenses. ‘Lhus 
the genteman’s calculauion wholly fails as to these 
enormous profi 

Mr. BREESE. [tis not my intention to trouble 
the Senate with any remarks in relation to the 
merits of this bill at its present stage, but I desire 
to correct a slight misunderstanding which seems 
to prevail inv 
bill. It appeared to me that the language of that 
section would bear the interpretation which L have 
put upon it. For twenty ye 
certainly ix millions of dollars, and they 
wiil reccive that allowance whether they construct 
a railway the whole dis fur the Sen- 
ator has himself informed us that they have al- 
raady sent a steamboat to ply upon the Chagres 
river, and that the whole extent of land travel will 
not exceed twenty-five miles. Their outlay, then, 
1] apprehend, cannot exceed one muliion of dollars, 
I merely wish to direct the attention of the Senate 
to this subject. 

Mr. CAASIERON rose to address the Senate. 

Mr. BREESE. For the accommodation of my 
friend fron: Pennsylvania, I will move that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DiX (the motion to adjourn being with- 
drawn) rose for the purpose of calling the attention 
of the Senate to another point in relation to this 
subject. Ile apprehended that the Government of 
the United States had no right, under the treaty with 
New Granada, to confer the power of constructing 
a road across the Jsthmusof Panama atall. ‘Phe 
only right (said Mr. D.) that we acquire, as I 
understand i, is this: that citizens of the United 
States, with their merchandise, &c., may pass 
across the Isthmus upon any roads which are now 
constructed, or which may be hereafterconstructed, 
with the same privileges as are enjoyed by the 
citizens of New Granada, while the right of con- 
structing roads, or of authorizing their construction, 
is reserved to them. I make this suggestion merely 
for the purpose of calling the attenuon of the Sen- 
ate to the subject. 

Mr. CAMERON. I rise for the purpose of 
moving that the Senate adjourn; but before doing 
so, | would inquire if there be a copy of this com- 
pact with the French company, upon which this 
whole matter is based, in print, because we ought 
to have it before us. 

Mr. BEN'TON. In reply to the Senator, I will 
way that I will do all that is in my power to have 


rard to one of the sections of the 


. > et , vil 
ars service tney will 


receive s 


ance Or net: 


it put in the hands of Senators as soon as it can | 


be done. 

Oa motion, the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Executive business; and, after some 
time 830 spent, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 18, 1848. 

Several other members appeared and took their 
seats, Viz: 

From the State of Georgia—Rosert Toomss. 

I'rom the State of Florida—E. Carrincron 
CABELL. 

j‘rom the State of Alabama—Geo. 8S. Houston. 

From the State of Missouri—James B. Bow in. 

From the State of Massachusetts—Horace 
Mann. 

rom the Sta 
CLARKE. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order was the motion heretofore made by 
Mr. Rosinson, to reeonsider the vote by which 
the House had adopted the resolution offered on 
Wednesday last, by Mr. Roor, in relation to the 
government of the new Territories. 

Lut the SPEAKER suggested that there were 
a number of Executive communications on the 
table; which 
lay before the Llouse. 

No objection having been made— 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

J. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the act of March 2d, 


te of Kentucky—Beveriy L. 


‘| on the Ist day of December, 1848; which |e 


, by general consent, he would now | 


1819, regulating passenger ships and vessels, tabu- | 


lar statements showing the number and designa- 


tion of passengers who arrived in each collection | 


district of the United States during the year ending 
September 50, 1848; which letter and statements 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Il. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in pursuance of the resolution of the 


Llouse of Representatives of December 30, 1791, a || ; 
| debate this question. 


report of the receipts and expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848; 
which letter and report were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, 


Ordered, That 100 copies extra be printed for the use of 
the office of the Register of the Treasury. 


Ill. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


} 


transmitting a report of the Commissioner of the | 


General Lend Office, exhibiting the operations in 
that branch of the public service during the last 
year; which letter and report were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, 

Ordered, That 500 copies extra of said letter and report 
be printed for the use ot the General Laud Office. 


IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


transmitting the report of the Superintendent of | 
the Coast Survey, showing the progress of that || 
work during the past year; which letter and report || 


were Jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

Resolved, That there be printed 2,000 extra copies of the 
reportot the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, including 
the engravings, and 250 copies be placed at the disposal of 
the Superintendent. 

V. A letter from the Treasurer of the United 
States, transmitting copies of accounts of receipts 


' dered to be printed. 





Dec e 18, 


A statement of the several articles and cost of 
stationery furnished the Postmaster of the 
of Representatives. 

A statement of the stationery furnished the 
Clerk’s office; and si 


A statement of the balance of money on hana 


House 


- tler 
and statements were laid upon the table, and Ore 

Mr. VINTON, by ananimons consent, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, reported a }\\) 
(No. 665) to supply deficiencies in the appropria. 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1849; which bill was read a first 
and second time, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or. 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 

Ordered, That the said bill be made the special order of 
the day for Wednesday, the 27th day of December instayy, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, by genera) 
consent, from the Committee on Claims, to whon 
vas referred the bill from the Senate (No. 107) 
entitled ‘* An act for the relief of George Center,” 
reported the same back without amendment. Com. 
mitted. 

Bill from the Senate (No. 351) entitled * An act 
authorizing the payment of interest upon the ad- 
vances made by the State of Alabama for the use 
of the United States Government in the suppres- 
sion of the Creek Indian hostilities of 1836 and 


| 1837 in Alabama,’’ was read twice and referred ty 


| 


the Committee on Claims, 
THE NEW TERRITORIES. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
following resolution had been adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to report to this House, with as little delay as practicable, 
# bill or bills providing a territorial government for each of 
the Territories of New Mexico and California, and excluding 
slavery therefrom. 


And on this question, Mr. Ropinson was enti- 


| tled to the floor. 


Mr. COLLAMER rose to a question of order. 
He desired to inquire whether it was in order to 
He understood that a reso- 
lution had been introduced by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Roort,] upon which the previous ques- 
tion had been moved, and which must otherwise, 
under the ordinary operation of the rule, have gone 
over for debate. The previous question having been 
moved and seconded, the resolution was adopted. 
A motion had been made to reconsider the vote. 
Could that motion be now debated? Because, if 
so, the House might thus pass all its resolutions, 
which, under the rule, could not be debated on the 
day on which they were offered, and, by mov- 
ing to reconsider the vote, could avoid the opera- 
tion of the rule. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution had 
already gone over three days. The gentleman 
would take notice that the motion to reconsider 


' had been made on Wednesday or Thursday of 


and disbursements for the Post Office Department, | 
for the year ending 30th June, 1848; which letter || 
and copies of accounts were referred to the Com- 


mittee on Printing. 
VI. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 


the cause of the delay in furnishing certain inform- 
ation relative to the military forces employed in 


the late war with Mexico, called for by a resolu- || 


last week. 

Mr. COLLAMER suggested that there were 
very many resolutions standing on the calendar 
before this. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to reconsider takes 
precedence of all other motions. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Then it would not ordi- 


_narily be subject to debate unless it had laid over. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 


| question when itcomes up. The motion to recon- 


sider is debatable this morning. 
Mr. ROBINSON then proceeded with his re- 


| marks. 


He said that when he had made the motion to 


r ns- | reconsider the vote by which the House had 
mitting a report from the Adjutant General stating | 


tion of the House of Representatives of the 31st | 


July last; which letter and report were laid upon 
the table and ordered to be printed. 


VIL. A letter from the Clerk of the House of | 


Representatives, transmitting a detailed statement 
of the expenditure of the contingent fund, from 
the 8th day of December, 1847, to the lst day of 
December, 1848. 

A statement of the amounts paid for stationery 
during the first session of the thirtieth Congress, 


. for the use of the House of Representatives. 


adopted the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Roor,} it was only for the purpose of making 


_ explanatory remarks in relation to his own views. 


He thought that the vote ought to be reconsidered, 
with a view to allow gentlemen on both sides to do 
this. The practice which prevailed here to a con- 
siderable extent, of offering resolutions and compel- 
ling gentlemen to vote upon them, under the press- 
ure of the*previous question, often subjected them 
to much misrepresentation and to many unjust im- 
putations before their constituents and the country; 
especially when, as in this case, the resolution was 


|, a compound one, embracing two distinct propo- 
|| sitions, about which members differed widely as 
| to which was the major and which the minor. 
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1848. 


The resolution proposed to instruct the Com- 
mittee on the Territories to report a bill organizing 
territorial governments in New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia, and excluding slavery therefrom. ‘There 
were members on this floor who considered the 
question of organizing a territorial government 
there as Of more importance than anything else; 
whilst there were others who considered the ques- 
tion of slavery, as connected with them, as para- 
mount to every otherconsideration. Yet,aceording 
to the decision made by the Speaker, the question 
oa as indivisible. The House must take all or none. 

Again: there were other gentlemen who thought 
it inexpedient to attempt any legislation during the 
present session of Congress upon the subject of 
these territories. For his own part, he admitted 
that he was one of the last class. These territo- 
ries had been acquired not only since the present 
\dministration came into power, but they had 
been acquired since the present Congress had been 
elected. If, therefore, the question was settled 
during the present winter, the constituents of gen- 
tlemen here would have had no opportunity to act 
directly upon the question through their represent- 
atives elected with relation to it, or to a President 
elected after the question had been mooted. An 
effort was made to legislate upon it during the last 
session, and it failed. It was not unreasonable to 
suppose that any attempt to legislate upon itduring 
te present session would terminate in asimilar way. 

Since the question, however, had come up be- 
fore the country, a Presidential election had been 
decided. Since an attempt had been made here to 


take action upon the subject, this election had | 


taken place; and upon the result of that election, 
this question, above and beyond all others, had 
had a most controlling and all-pervading influence. 

Ii would not be denied by any one, come from 
what section of the country he might, that the 
question of slavery, as connected with these Ter- 
ritories, absorbed every other. The old domestic 
questions of bank, tariff, distribution, and so 
forth, sank into insignificance beside it, and were 
rarely ever referred to, especially by the opponents 
of General Cass. The result disclosed the extraor- 
dinary fact, that the two extremes of the Union, 
upon this question of er had met and united 
upon the same Presidential ticket, and, as each 
professed to believe, to subserve directly antago- 
nistic and adverse purposes. But however widely 
the friends of General Taylor might have differed 
upon the question of slavery, the North and the 
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the tariff question—place either of these questions 
in a parallel condition with this, and he would ask, 
would it be proper, with a Demox 
tion, just defeated, 
thought not. And 
this question. 

Hie was perfectly well aware that the two ends 
of the Union which supported General Taylor on 
this particular question of slavery, differed widely 
from each other; yet on one question they all 
agreed: that was to say, they had with one ac- 
cord agzreed—if in anything—upon this point, that 
this Government had the power to k vislate on this 
question of slavery here, and that it ought to ex- 
ercise that power. He believed, too, that the 
southern division of the Confederacy which sup- 
ported General Taylor had taken the lead, if pos- 


rauc Admunistra- 
to undertak | He 


; : 
such also was his opinion of 


lo settie ur 


_sible, in contending that the Government had the 


power, and that it was expedient to exercise it. 
So far as they of the North who had opposed le- 
gislation on this question were concerned —he spoke 
at least for himself—he had opposed it on the 
ground of expediency alone. He had never op- 
posed it on constitutional grounds. ‘The southern 
friends of General ‘Taylor seemed unwilling, how- 
ever, to abide by this doctrine They were as 
zealous for legislation as the Wilmot-proviso men 
of the North. He spoke from the record; he 
drew his authority from the book. He spoke 
from the speeches of these gentlemen, here and 
elsewhere. 

In proof of this assertion, he would take leave 
to turn the attention of gentlemen to the bill 
which came to this House from the Senate, at the 
last session, known as the compromise bill of Mr. 
Crayton. That bill proposed to leave the question 
of slavery where the Constitution of the United 
States and international law had left it. If under 
their operation the slaveholders of the South could 
have taken slaves into these Territories, the bill 
did not propose to cut them off; butif siaveholders 
would have been prohibited by these laws from 
doing so, then the bill did not propose to confer 
upon them any constitutional right to do so. 


|| The bill passed the Senate by a large major- 


ity; and, as a party, the Democratic party of the 


| country were willing to abide by this consututional 


doctrine, lead where it might. It was a doctrine 
older than this question; and it would have been 


|| anti-Democratic and anti-Republican, nay, more, 


South, the East and the West, all seemed to think | 
that he could settle the question, and had more | 
confidence in him than in either of the two other | 


candidates who were before the country. 

The party of which he (Mr. R.) professed to 
be an humble member went before the country 
with a candidate whose opinions and views had 
been expressed in the most unequivocal manner. 
He was in favor of what was termed non-inter- 
ference. He was in favor of keeping the question 
of slavery, as connected with these Territories, out 
of this Hall. This doctrine seemed to have been 
condemned by the result of the late election. 
would add, that so far as he was individually con- 
cerned, his position had always been, that the doc- 
trine of non-interference was the better doctrine. 
If the party to which he belonged were to consult 
the old Democratic platform—if they were to fol- 
low the track which that party had pursued upon 
all questions—or very generally, at least—such 
would have been theircourse. ‘Their object had 
been to bring into these halls as few questions as 


it would have evinced a willingness to trample on 
constitutional rights to have contended for more. 
Yet, when the Lill came to this House, a distin- 


| guished gentlenan from Georgia and a decided 
| friend of General ‘Taylor, [Mr. Stepuens,} moved 
i that it be laid on the table, and it was accord- 
‘ingly laid on the table, seven other southern 


| members voting with that gentleman. 


The gen- 
tleman subsequently obtained the floor, and ex- 
jained his reasons for his motion and his vote. 
They were, that under the operation of the Con- 


|| stitution and of international law, his constituents 


He | 


| a local institution; that the Constitution had no- 


possible—to leave to the States themselves as manv | 


sull pursuing that path, their party—or, all events, 
the candidate of that party—was willing to adhere 
to it on this question of slavery. 

It had, however, as he (Mr. R.) had stated, been 
condemned, and it seemed that legislation must Le 
had; but it seemed also that it must not be had under 
this Administration. 
oftheirhands. The people had devolved tne duty 
upon other hands; and under these circumstances, 
with a dying Administration, and an expiring Con- 


The question was taken out | 


gress, he conceived it would be improper to step || 
in between the people and the next Administra- | 


tion, and undertake to settle the question before 
General Taylor entered upon the duties of the ex- 
ecutive office. Suppose it were one of the old 


domestic questions in which the country had been 
so much interested, and about which it had been 
so much agitated—say, for example, the bank or 


would not be permitted, under the bill, to take 
their slaves into these Territories. He went into 
an elaborate argument to show that siavery was 


where established it; that slavery had already been 


, abolished in New Mexico and California, and that 


| case, 
; | propositions: 
questions as it was possible to leave to them; and, || 


| 
\ 


the passage of the bill would have continued the 

rohibition, unless altered by competent authority. 
rhe gentleman quoted writers upon constitutional 
law, and the decisions of the Supreme Court, and, 
as he (Mr. R.) thought, very ably made out his 
And he had closed his speech with these 


The first is, that by the bill the whole subject of 
slavery in California and New Mexico, without 
any legislation on the part of Congress or the Ter- 
ritorial Governments, one way or the other, is 
refered to the Judiciary, to determine whether it 
can legally exist there or not. 

2d. That the Conetitution of the United States 
fully recognizes and amply protects the institution 
of slavery where it exists bs the laws of the State 
or place; but it does not establish it anywhere 
where, by the laws of the place, it is prohibited. 

3d. That Californiaand New Mexico being Ter- 
ritories acquired by conquest, all the laws which 
were in force at the time of the conquest, not in- 
consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States, or the stipulation of the treaty of peace, or 
which were purely of a political character, are, ac- 


| cording to well-settled principles and the adjudica- 


tion of our own courts, still in force. 
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4th. That as slavery did not exist there at the 
time of the conquest, but had 


been prohil 


Head by 
a 
United 


erred in 


xpress law, the Supreme Court of the 


c 
States, to whom the matter was to be re 


the last resort, could not be expect I, yom the 
principles of numerous decisions already nade, to 
decide otherwise than that slave ry cannot be pro 
tected there, until the existing law abolishing it be 


altered by competent authority. 

oth. And, lastly, that these positions being in- 
controvertible, the bill offered, as it was, as a com- 
promise, and a final settlement of the question, 
amounted to nothing but a total abandonment and 
surrender of the right of extending the just 
of the South to these Territories. 

In that speech the gentleman had further said, 
that before he would even vote to earry into effect 
the treaty,.by making the necessary appropria- 


tutions 


i 
~ 


tions, he would have some legislative guarantee for 
the protection of slave property in those Territo- 
ries; he had said that that bill was as effectual a 
prohibition against slavery as the Wilmot proviso 
itself, and even that it was worse. 

Another distinguished gentleman, in the other 
end of the Capitol, [Mr. Banger,} a Senator from 
North Carolina, upon the same question, had made 

' o ' ' 
a like argument, 1 possible in stiOhyer language, 
in which he had said: 

“ But itis coneeded on all hands that 
recognized in certain States of the Unien, w 
tution recognized in these Mexican Tertitone 

* Now, | hold, upon this concession, the aw in Mexico 
not having recognized slavery as jt exists With us, such sia 
very stands prohibited in Mexico autil it shall be allowed by 
law. Nothing, I apprehend, is clearer, than that by the ac- 
quisition of a territory, Whether it forms a part or the whole 
of a foreign nation—whetler subdued by arms or ceded by 
treaty—no laws are repealed except those which are incon 
sistent with the relations which the subjuyated p opie hear 
to their new sovereign; that such acquisition tinplies only a 
change of dominion and allegiance, a transfer of legislative 
authority and Exeeutive control; and that all laws, not 
necessarily inconsistent therewith, remain in full force until 
the new sovereign shall modify, alter, or abolish them.” 


[On this subject he then quoted Vaitel, and Chief 
Justice Marshall.] 

Again, he said: 

Now, sir, it is agreed by all the writers on national law, 
by all judges who have treated upon this subject, that slavery 
owes ts existence to postive law—to municipal law 5 that 
independently of law authorizing it, it does not extot any- 
where; trom which it necessarily follows, that whether Af- 
rican slavery be expressly prohibited in these Territories or 
not, it does not exist, unless by their law it be allowed, 
which no one pretends. Whether it shall be introduced or 
exclusion contunued, depends, in my judgment, upon the 
will of Congress. [f nothing be done by Coneresa, it re- 
mains excluded; and their power over the subject is com- 
plete and perfect.” 


Afi can 


Savery, is 
iS HOLA insti 


It seemed, then, that the South itself, so far at 
least as these gentlemen represented her, was un- 
willing to leave this question to the eperetion of the 
Constitution of the United States; that she demand- 
ed a legislative guarantee from Congress for the 
extension of slavery. She had advised the country 
that she intended to bring it here, and 1f she did, 
that she expected but one kind of action, so far as 
the northern Democracy were concerned. 

The candidate of the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, to whom he had alluded, and of the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina, had been tri- 
umphant: whether he would encourage the kind of 
legislation which the gentlemen favored, was not 
for him to say. It was reasonable, conceding the 
importance which the gentleman from Georgia at- 
tached to the subject, and his activity and zeal in 
favor of General Taylor, that he thought this 
would be the case. 

He would now turn to the other division of the 
Federal Union. It had everywhere been contended 


‘in the North, by the friends of General Taylor, 


that this Government ought to legislate upon the 
subject of slavery in the Territories. It had been 
made the principal objection to General Cass, that 
he was opposed to such legislation. Everywhere 
they had said that the question ought to be brought 
to Congrees; that they would trust General Taylor 
on the subject; that he would approve anything 
which Congress might dg on this question, 

Thus we had witnessed the remarkable fact, that 
gentlemen entertaining sch opposite sentiments 
had so far codperated, and zealously and efficiently 
codperated too, as to bring this question into these 
Halls. The friends of General Taylor at the North 
said it must come here; the friends of General Tay- 
lor at the South said it must come here. What 
course, then, remained for the northern Democ- 
racy—those who had taken the ground of non- 
interference? They could not, if they would—and, 
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for one, he would not, if he could—now keep this 
equestion out of these Halls; and it being here, 
legislation being inevitable, and there being no 
retreat, you cannot expect us (said he) to go otber- 
wise than for the non-extension of slavery, even, 


. . ‘ hs 
if you please , to the supererogation of putting tne | 


ordinance of 1787 into any bill that may be brought 
forward to orranize the Territories. 
These being the facts, he repeated it would seem 


: » wv. like the De- | 
very improper for a defeated party, like the De- 

mocracy, how to undertake to take this question | 
out of the hands of the suecessful party. W hat- | 


ever the legislation might result in, it should be 
remitted to them; they hould have 
fair trial, at settling this question; and he said to 
his Democratic friends, Stand from wnder, and tet 
this question go to General ‘Taylor. Let 
what Genera! Taylor will do with it. He recol- 


uS 8ec 


te } * 
Lirial, and ail 


' ' \ ‘ ° ‘ ' J | 
lected to have heard a gentleman from Alabama, 


on the other side of the House, [Mr. Hin viarp, | 
at the last session of Congress, say upon this sub- 
j:ct, that his candidate for the Presidency (General 
Cayior) would hush the storm which had been 
raised concerning this question—that he would calm 
the troubled waters. j 
nate if it turned out so. So far as he (Mr. R.) was 
concerned, he was not disposed to deprive the 
President elect and his party in Congress of an 
opportunity of exhibiting what they would do 
upon this question. 

‘There was another view of this question to which 
he would call the attention of gentlemen. While 


The country would be fortu- 


the friends of General ‘Taylor at the South were | 


making speeches in his advocacy, stating, 1n most 
dogmatical and explicit terms, that he could be 
trusted on this question of slavery, and that Gen- 


eral Cass could not; that he (General Taylor) was 


a southern man, that his interests, feclings, and | 


education were allied and 


identified with theirs; | 


and that General Cass was a northern man, and | 
the very reverse in his sympathies, education, and | 
interests; while such a man as Bailie Peyton, a | 


distinguished and confidential friend (or so supposed 
to be) of General ‘Taylor himself, in a discussion 
with an honorable geutieman from Kentucky, who 
occupies a seat on this floor, [Mr. Boyp,] at 


Paducah, in Kentucky, had said that General ‘Tay- | 


lor would veto the Wilmot proviso; and that men | 
whocould argue otherwise ought notto be reasoned | 
with ;—ex-Governor Metcalfe was at his State, (In- | 


diana,) and made a speech at the Capitol, of which 
the following account was given in the Indiana 


** State Journal,’’? the Whig newspaper organ in | 


that State: . 

‘*He told the people, as a southern man, and 
‘as a Senator representing a southern State in the 
‘United States Senate, that he did not wish Gen- 
eral Taylor to interpose the veto to defeat the 
passage of a bill extending the ordinance of 1787 
‘over our newly-acquired territories. 
eral Taylor stood pledged before the country, so 


4 


. 


That Gen- | 


‘understood, North and South, not to do it, and he | 


* would dishonor himself were he to do it. 


‘ 
of deliberate levislation.”’ 

More than this: 
the same State, was at the same place, and gave the 
same pledges in reference to General Taylor, and, 
in addition, called the attention of the people to 


The | 
Whigs of the South would scorn to resort to the |! 
one-man power to defeat it, or any other measure | 


Ex-Governor Letcher, from | 


the fact, that in the other end of the Capitol the | 
slave and the free States were equally divided— | 


there being thirty Senators on each side; and that 


upon a sectional question like this, if they elected | 
Mr. Villmore, he would have the casting vote, and | 
he would decide it in their favor: he urged that as | 
a reason why the Taylor and Fillmore ticket was | 


the true free-soil ticket. His friend and colleague, 
who was now in his seat, from the me tropolitan dis- 


trict of that State, [Mr. Wu K,] heard this with his | 
own ears; and more than this, it was published in | 


the same Indiana ‘*State Journal,”? and extra 
copies scattered far and wide over their State. 
Seeing these facts, let him ask again, could any 
man living south of Mason and Dixon’s line ex- 
pect a northern man to do more for them (the 
South) than they were willing to do for them- 
selves?) Why, the very fact of the election of Mr. 
Fillmore as Vice President appeared on its face to 
have decided the question of the ordinance; and 
the decision to have been made by the South 
itself; for who did not know that that gentleman, 
(Mr. Fillmore,) in the year 1838, gave an affirm- 
ative answer to the direct question whether he was 


| 
| 
| 
j 


} in and 


in favor of the immediate abolition of slavery in 
this District? He saw, since the election of that 
yentleman, in a congratulatory letter to a friend, 
speaking of his southern friends, he said, they 
were a ** noble set of fellows.’’ Well, it would seem 
that they were a littl pliant on this subject. 
Vhether it resulted from their indifference to this 
slave question or from their love of political power, 
was, perhaps, a debatable question. For himself, 
he had thought for a good while, that these gen- 


tlemen, both at the South and the North, who had | 


made so much noise about the slavery question, 
cared very little about it—that they only used it 
as a political trap to catch votes. So far as he 
was concerned, he would not stand by and encour- 
ave them in that game. He had used all his rea- 
son and all his influence in keeping this question 
out of these Halls; and in so doing he had bee» 
actuated by no other motive than those of comity, 
friendship, and good neighborhood; but if they of 
the South were determined they should legislate 
upon it, he said to them— 
* Lay ou, Macduff!” 

He had stated (while he impugned no man’s 
motives) that the action of these gentlemen on 
tts face seemed to indicate that they cared noth- 
ing about this question of slavery, except for 
the purpose of making political capital. They 
could not let Congress settle the question at the 
last session; they seemed determined it should not 
be settled then; but they appeared now, or the 
indications seemed to point in that direction, to be 
quite willing that the present Congress should step 
settle it before their candidate came into 


power. Why was it that when the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Roor,] the other day 


moved his resolution, instructing the Territorial 


Committee to bring in a bill to organize a govern- | 
ment for these Territories, excluding slavery, that | 


such a fluttering had showed itself upon that side 


of the House among the northern Whigs? Every- | 
where, in all the elections which had taken place 


since that question had come up, they had made 


the exclusion of slavery from the newly acquired | 
territories the sine gua non. Yet, when the gentle- | 
man from Ohio had moved his resolution, they | 


had seen the honorable chairman of the Committee 


of Ways and Means [Mr. Vinton] rise in his | 
place, and appeal to his friends to vote down the |! 


previous quesuon, 


Let gentlemen examine the | 


yeas and nays, and they would find the names of | 


those who heretofore had been distinguished and 


loud in favor of the Wilmot proviso, voting to | 


lay this resolution on the table; nay more, they 
would find one or two of these gentlemen recorded 
in the negative on the direct vote upon the resolu- 
tion. Why was this? Were we to witness again, 
as we had witnessed at Philadelphia, another 
slaughtering of principles? He said to his fellow- 
citizens of the free States, Beware! Look to this 
Congress? Were these timid Whig gentlemen 
waiting fora bill which had made its appearance 
in the other end of the Capitol, and hoping that it 
would come in, and they would step in, and save 
them from the responsibility and exposure? If 
they were, he hoped and believed they would find 
that they were mistaken. 

Some, perhaps, might think he was arguing 
this question from partisan views and motives 
merely. Notatall. It was a question which rose 
higher than party, and higher than the giving to 
these Territories a government. It went to the 
Vitality of our institutions themsel ves—to the ques- 
tion of the right and power of this people to gov- 


ern themselves; for if, as in the late canvass, the | 


candidate for the Presidency was to be permitted 
to withold his opinions upon a great subject like 
this, and to allow himself to be represented by his 
friends, in one section of the Union, as a friend 
and supporter of slavery, and as certain to veto 
the Wilmot proviso if passed, and to be advocated 
in other portions on the ground that he held opin- 


_ ions diametrically opposite, our system of govern- | 


ment was a failure; the people did not govern them- 
selves. He repeated, that this question rose higher 
and far above the matter of giving these Territo- 
ries a government; and from reasons of this char- 
acter, the settlement of this matter should be per- 
mitted to go to the next Administration, that the 
deception and fraud which had been practised upon 
the people might be exposed. 

_ It cannot, I think, be denied but that the ques 
tion of slavery had determined the result of the 
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be the case, when a great question like this }y. 
comes a controlling element in Presidential ¢), 
tions, the views and opinions of both candida:cs 
were fully and unequivocally known, no one woy\, 
have had a right to complan. But when, as jp 
this case, the views and opinions of one cand ida:, 
are obstinately withheld, or, if expressed at 4!) 
done in such a way and in such language as , 
warrant his friends, who entertain opposite opjp. 
ions on the subject, each to infer that he is with 
them, it is a fraud, a deception, which ought to be 
uncovered, and from which the successful cand. 
date ought not to be permitted to escape. Thy, 
this question has aided General Taylor, and jy. 
jured General Cass, both north and south, is unde. 
niable. Ithas lost General Cass and the Democrayip 
party the thirty-six electoral votes of New York. 
and, as he thought, the twenty-six in Pennsylya. 
nia in the free States, because he was regarded as 
too favorable to the South; while it is no less 
evident, that it has also Jost him the States og 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Fiorida, in the South. 
because he was regarded as too favorable to the 
North. Besides, it is evident, that in all the other 
southern States the Democratic vote is greatly 
diminished on this account. While he awarded 
to his southern Democratic friends (he meant those 
on this floor now, as well as the party generally) 
as much political integrity and fidelity to the Dem- 
ocratic cause as exists in any other portion of the 
Confederacy, yet they cannot deny but that the 
fact that General Taylor was a southern man, 
owning a large number of slaves, identified in 
feeling and interest with them upon the institution 
of slavery, had a powerful influence in bringing 
about this result. How, then, is this evil to be 
cured? Are all the great questions which natu- 
rally divide the two parties to be swallowed up by 
this one. He hoped not. But he confessed he 
saw no way of preventing it, except to compel 
General Taylor to take such responsibility on this 
subject as would show what are his real opinions, 
show who in the late contest have been the dupes, 
and who the dupers. 

He would now make a few remarks in refer- 
ence to his own views and position upon this sub- 
ject. He might, if he chose, fill up his hour by 
adducing evidence here—by reading Setters and 
speeches of northern and southern friends of Gen- 
eral Taylor, in order to establish more effectually 
the position he had taken; but he deemed it un- 
necessary. It was denied by no one; the truth of 
what he had said as to the difference between 
General Taylor’s positions as represented at the 
North and at the South, was admitted by all, and 
was notorious to the country. It was demied by 
no one that great and distinguished Senators, (such 
as Mr. Corwiy,) in the free States, had told those 
who belonged to the * free soil” church, that the 
Taylor and Fillmore ticket was the true one; that 
as to Mr. Van Buren, he never had belonged to 
that party. In every shape and form—by every 
possible means—it had been urged upon the people 
of the North that the Taylor and Fillmore ticket was 
the true one to subserve the Free Soil purposes; 
and by no less means had it been attempted to be 
proved to the South, that General Taylor was the 
only man who could be trusted on the slave ques- 
tion. He presumed no southern gentleman here 
could deny that General Taylor’s advocates, every- 


an 


| where at the South, had argued that he would veto 


the proviso. This had been the case; and some 
of his prominent supporters had declared that it 
would be unreasonable, and an insult to them, to 
ask the question what General Taylor’s course 


| would be? They had argued that his living where 


he did, atthe South, and owning two or three 
hundred slaves, was a sufficient pledge that he 
would carry out the views of the South; while, at 
the North, the Allison letter, which had stood at 
the head of every newspaper that had borne his 
name, had been held up as ample pledge that he 
would sanction whatever Congress saw fit to do 
upon this subject. 

He had said he was willing to leave this ques- 
tion where the Constitution had left it. He was 


no longer permitted to occupy that ground; he 


was compelled to legislate. e repeated, being so 


compelled, he would legislate but one way—that 


i 


was, for the exclusion of slavery. He had voted 
at the last session against the insertion of the Wil- 
mot proviso in the Oregon bill, and he would have 


| voted to strike it out of a bill organizing govern- 


late Presidential election. If, as ought always to |! ments for New Mexico and California; but he 
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yould not now vote to strike it out. He had seen 
wn necessity for itin the Oregon bill, as the people 
of Or con had already decided the question. La 
heir fundamental law, in the constitution of their 
wepyisional government, they had adopted the 
very janguage of the ordinance of 1787; and the 
‘reported by the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories (Mr. Smeru, of Indiana] proposed to 
‘rm that fundamental law. The people of the 
‘Territory had legislated for themscives; and he 
nad then seen no necessity for having another 
Wil jot proviso. He knew it would make mis- 
chief, and nothing else; and it did well-nigh defeat 
the bill. Hereafter he should give no such vote. 
He would at any time vote for organizing these 
Territories with the Wilmot prov iso extended over 
them. He had opposed legislating on the subject; 
but his objections were defeated and cancelled; the 
uth themselves had brought the question here; 
ey must now abide its settlement by Congress. 
He would add, he thought, and he had always 
thought, his southern friends had done wrong in 
asking any legislation of Congress to extend sla- 
very. Why, what was the history of our country? 
Since the Government was organized, we had ob- 
tained Louisiana, Florida, and Texas—all siave 
Territories. The last acquisition was the only free 
acquisition we had made. Vas it right, then, 
seeing that their acquisitions were as three to one, 
for the South to come forward and ask Congress 
to extend slavery over this Territory? He thought 
not. We had introduced into this Union four slave 
States, which had been carved out of these various 
acquisitions, and but one free State. And he told 
ventemen of the South he did not think the North 
ever would permit territory now free to be made 
slave territory. What this unnatural union be- 
tween the North and the South, which had resulted 
in the election of General Taylor, might bring 
forth, however, it was impossible to tell; what 
might result from some of these compromises 
which they were willing to adopt, remained to be 
seen. Under the non-interference doctrine—the 
old Democratic platform—slavery would never have 
gone into New Mexico and California; but agitate 
the question, bring itup in Congress, and no man 
could tell in what manner it would be decided. 
The continued agitation of the question may 
float slavery intothem. ‘The patronage in expect- 
acy of General Taylor, before he comes into power, 


V 


~~ 
& 
t 
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may so silence and spike the cannon of Wilmot- , 


proviso Whigs from the North, as to permit some 
compromise to pass this session which will sub- 
serve the purposes of the slaveholding interest. It 
is remarkable, that in all instances heretofore, 
northern Whigs have, in every shape, and without 
exception, on this floor, stood up for the proviso; 
yet we now see some of them apparently quite 
willing to compromise the question. For myself, 
1 do not so far commit myself as to say I will not 
vote for anything this winter; but I do say, my 
decided opinion now is, that we should let the 
question alone till next session. 

The necessity for legislation, for the giving of 
governments to these Territories, is not now so 
emergent as it was at the last session. Since 
then, the President has sent out troops and provided 
for their permanent military occupation, under the 
administration of General P. F. Smith, an able 
and prudent man, who will incidentally be invested 
with sufficient civil power as to insure to the people 
of that country (California) such protection in their 
persons and property as they have never hitherto 
enjoyed; and they can get along well enough under 
such a government for a few months longer. 

He had now subserved his purpose; and if it 
were not a seeming unfairness to make a speech 
and then withdraw his motion, he would do so; 
as it was, however, he would leave the question 
open to be disposed of by the House. 

Mr. RUMSEY moved the previous question, 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked the yeas and 
Nays on the motion to lay on the table; which 
were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood 
—yeas 105, nays 83—as follows: 

YEAS—Mesrsrs. Abbott, Adams, Bingham, Blackmar, 
Blanchard, Butler, Canby, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin Clark, 
Collamer, Conger, Crowell, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Dixon, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Ficklin, Fisher, 
Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Hale, Nathan K. 
Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Hen- 
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ley, lienry, Elias B. \ Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. lage: aa , fumes H. J logg, Daniel P. 
King, 1! Wittam T. Lawr Sidney Lawrence, 
Lincol@ Lord, Lynde, MeCieliar Melivaine, Jol’ Mann, 
Horace Maui, 1, Morris, Mu Nelson, Nes, Nicoll, 
Palfrey, Penslee, P retne, Pettit, Pollock, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Ri , Ruekhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock 
well, Root, Rumsey, Sc. J }, Sherri, S inwer 
land, Smart, Ca! hiobert Si hh iil 
Starkweather, Strong, Tallmad Lay! Janie 
Thompson, hichard W. ‘Phouspson, Wiliam “Th ! 
Thurston, Tuck, Turner, Warr Wentworth, \ { 
Wieck, Wiley, Wilmot, and Wil 1U5. 

NAYS—M Athinso Barringer, Barr Beale, 
Bedinger, Boeock, Botts, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Brodliead 
Witham G. Brown, Ali tG. Brown, B ner, Burt, Cabell, 
Chapman, Beveriv L. Clarke, Howell C » Wiilia uk 
W. Cobb, Cocke, Crauston, Cristield, Crozier, Daniel, G 
nett Duncan, Alexander Evans, Flournoy, Freneh, Fulton, 
Games, Gayle, Gentry, G » Green, Haralon, Harman 


ron, Harris, till, lsaae E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, inge, 





Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Jolinson, Gee rg W. Jones, John W. Jones, Keonon, T. 
Butler hing, La Sére, Letiler, Ligon, Luiipkin, MeCler 
nand, MeDowell, MeKuy, MeLane, Meade, » Mor 
head, Outlaw, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pre 


ton, Richardson, Sawver, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodeaux, 
‘Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Joha B. Thompson, Robert A 
Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Venable, Vin 
ton, Wallace, and Woodward—e2. 






So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, In pursuance ¢ f notice here- 
tofore ziven, rose and asked leave tointroducea bill. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr G. introduced a bill of the following title: 
“A bill to authorize the people of the District of 
Columbia to express their desire as to the existence 
of slavery therein.’’ 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. GiDDINGS said, that as its object was 
very well understood by the members of the 
House, and as the subject had been so long agi- 
tated, he trusied there would be no objection to 
allowing the billto be put upon its engrossment at 
this time. 

Mr. COBB ealled for its readine. 

Whereupon the bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., ‘That it shall be lawful for the male 
inhabitants of the District of Columbia over twenty-one 
years of age, who have resided therein during one year next 
preecding the passage of this bill, to assemble on the first 


Monday of April next, at the court rooin in the City Hall of 


the City of Washington, and at eight o’clock, a. m., of said 
day, or so soon thereatter as twenty-five persons of the above 
description shall have assembled, to select, viva vece, tiree 
judges and two clerks of said convention. 

sec. 2. That eacii of said judges and clerks, before enter 
ing upon the duties of said appointment, shall take an cath 
or affirmation faithfully and impartially to discharge the du 
ties assigned him by this act, and to prevent so far as able 
ull fraud, deception, or abuse in conducting the same. 

Sec. 8. That each person above described may then 
express his desive for the continuance of slavery within said 
District by handing to one of the judges a ticket on which 
shall be writien or printed the word * sLaveny,”’ and those 
who desire the establishment of freedom in said District 
may express the same by handing to one of said judges a 
ticket on which shall be written or printed the word * Lim- 
erry.’? And it shall be the duty of the judge receiving 
said ticket to announce the name of the person handing it 
to Lim audibly betore placing the same in the box; and the 
clerks shall each reeord the name of said person so voting 
in a poll-book provided for that purpose, and the judge shall 
then place said ticket in the box without examining the 
same. 

Sec. 4. That said box and books shall be kept open for 
the purpose of receiving tickets until four o’clock, p- i, 
and from eight o’clock, a. m. until four o’ciock, p. m. of 
the succeeding day; aud said box, at the close of each day, 
shall be sealed up in ie presence of all the judges, and siiall 
remaia in charge of one of said judges during the time said 
judges shall be separated. 

Sec. 5. That after said box shall be closed on the second 
day of said convention, the judges shali certify at the foot of 
said list, the number of persons who have voted, which 
certificate shail also be attested by said clerks. 

Sec. 6. That said judges and clerks shall meetat the same 
place, at eight o’clock, on the third day of said convention, 
and when assembled shall open said box, and proceed to 
count said tickets, carefully designating those in favor of 
slavery and those in favor of liberty; and said clerks shall 
keep tally in said poll-books, carefuily placing each tally 
in its appropriate column; and, if in unfolding said tickets, 
it shall be found that two tickets were folded together and 
given to the judge by one person, such ticket shall not be 
counted in either column; but the number of sach fraud- 
ulent tickets shall be noticed, and recorded as such by said 
clerks. 

Sec. 7. That when the whole number of tickets shall be 
counted, the judges shall make out a certificate in said poll- 
book showing the number of ballots in favor of slavery and 
the number in favor of liberty, and the number of fraudu- 
lent tickets or blauks, (if such there be,) which said certi- 
ficaie shall be signed by the judges, and attested by the 
clerks; and oue of said poll-books shall be deposited with 
the Secretary of the Senate, and the other with the Clerk of 
this House, to be reported to said Senate and House at the 
next session of Congress. 

Sxc. 8. Provides for the punishment of frauds, by confine- 
ment in the penitentiary. 





The reading having been concluded— 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, that he had endeavored, 


ONAL GLOBE. dd 


in drawing up this bill, to make everything so 
plain that every member could understand it. It 
was simply a question to be propounded to thes 


people of the District of Columbia, whether they, 
in fact, desired the continuance 0 
of slavery or not? 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON here rose and said, 
that, with the permission of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Gippines,} he (Mr. 'T 
an inquiry to the chairman of t 
the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman yield the 
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of the institution 


L.) wished to put 
he Committee on 


Mr. GIDDINGS having expressed his willing- 
ness to yield for the purpose of inquiry— 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said: I desire to know 
whether the people of this District have expressed 
in any way a desire that Congress should pass 
such a law as is conten plated by this bill? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I saythey have. Isay that 
a number of them, and of the leading men among 
them, have made such a request, and it is in ac- 

et y 


auie 
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cordance with that request that this bill has been 
cdrawn., 

Mr. TI LOMPSON said he de; ired to know from 
the chairman of the committee— 

Mr. GIDDINGS claimed the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON said the gentleman would 
certainly yield for the purpose of enabling him to 
obtain the information he had asked. 

Mr. GIDDINGS insisted on-his 1 ght to the 
floor, at the same time expressing his readiness 
to answer any Inquiry that the gentleman might 
think proper to put to hin. Hie repeated, in reply 
to the inquiry of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Myr. THompson,] that he (Mr. G.) had been re- 
quested to bring forward this bill. It met the 
approbation of many citizens here—of every one, 
certainly, with whom he had conversed. 

Mr. TOMPKINS here rose, and expressed his 
desire to put an inquiry to the gentleman from 
Ohio. 


¢ 


OMmaArep 
The SPEAKER. 


Does the gentleman yield 
the floor? 
Mr. GIDDINGS. For the purpose of inquiry. 
Mr. TOMPKINS said that he had srobaty 
not distinctly heard the reading of the bill, but he 
understood one of its provisiens to be, that every 
male inhabitant of the District over twenty-one 
years of age, should vote at the svainnictetel. 
vention. 


con- 
Now, he wished the gentleman to ex- 
plain whether, in using that expression, it was 
his intention that negroes, bond and free, or ne- 
groes, bond or free, were to take part in this 
expression of public sentiment? 

Mr. GiDDINGS said, that when he looked 
abroad upon the family of man, he knew no dis- 
tinctions. He knew of no persons in this Dia- 
trict that did not come from the same crea- 
ting hand that formed himself, or the genteman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Tompxins;} and when he 
(Mr. G.) spoke of the peop'e of this District, he 
meant precisely what he said. He meant every 
male inhabitant of the District of Columbia over 
twenty-one years of age. He did not draw any 
distinctions. He would not suffer the man who 
held his fellow-man in bondage to say whether he 
would do this thing or not, and then refuse to put 
the question to him who was thus bound. If the 
gentieman from Mississippi chose to offer an 
amendment excluding both the slaveholder and the 
slave, he (Mr. G.) would go with him; but as the 
advocate of the eternal principle of truth and jus- 
tice, he never would submit to give one man the 
control of another man’s liberty. Any such attempt 
struck at the very foundation of his principles. 
Every feeling of his soul shrunk with abhorrence 
from the proposition. He stood here as the advo- 
cate of our common humanity; he stood here to 
uphold those rights, and to demand that the en- 
during principles of justice should be meted out 
to every individual in the District of Columbia, 
He did not come here the advocate of any peculiar 
rights—of one man claiming rights over another. 
He stood here on sound Democratic principles 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair must arrest the 
gentleman from Ohio in his remarks. According 
to the rule, if debate arose on any proposition or 
resolution, it must, except by general consent, go 
over one day. 

Mr. GIDDINGS suggested, that if the proposi- 
tion to introduce his bill had given rise to debate, 
it would have gone over. But the bill had been 
received, had been twice read, and the quesfion 
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now was on ordering it to be engrossed for a third 
reading. Asa matter of course, he presumed that 
question was debatable. Had not the ground 
been yielded by the very fact of putting the bill 
upon the question of engrossment ? 

The SPEA KER. The twenty-sixth rule of the 
House is in the following words: 

* All the States and ‘Territories shall be called for re solu- 
tious on cach alternate Monday curing each scssion of Con- 
gress; and, if necessary to secure Unie object on said days, 
ali resolutions that shall give rive to debate shall lie over tor 
discussion under the rules of he House already established ; 
and the whole of said days shall be appropriated to resvlu- 
tions, untilall the States and Territores are called through.’ 

The SPEAK ER continued: The Chair thinks that 
the spirit of the rule requires that everything which 
gives rise to de bute, except a motion to reconsider, 
should go over. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Is it in order to move the 
previous question on the question of engrossment ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I move it. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the bill 
be laid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays 
on that motuon, 

Mr. T. said that, with the permission of the 
House, he would like to say one word. He had 
heard of no call for such a measure. 

Some calls to order. 

The SPEAKER said, the question before the 
House was on the motion to lay the bill on the 
table, and that question was not debatable. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland, rose to move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. He supposed, he said, that 
the motion to lay the bill on the table took prece- 
dence. 

The SPEAKER said, that the motion to lay on 
the table took precedence, and so also did the mo- 
tion for the previous question. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


And the question “Shall this bill be laid onthe | 


table???’ was taken, and resulted—yeas 106, nays 
79—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, | 


Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Botts, Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, 


Brady, Bridges, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles | 


Brown, Albert G, Brown, Buckner, Burt, Cabell, Chapinan, 
Chase, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Cocke, Crisficld, Crozier, Daniel, Garnett Duncan, 
Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Alexander Evans, Faran, Ficklin, 


Flournoy, French), Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, | 


Green, Hammons, Haralson, Harmauson, Harris, Hill, Isaac 
E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, Andrew Jolinson, Robert W. 
Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kennon, Thos. 
Butler King, La Sére, Letiier, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lump- 
kin, MeClernand, MeDowell, MeKay, McLane, Job Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morehead, \.orris, Morse, Outlaw, Pendle- 
ton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, Richardson, Richey, Kobin- 
son, Snepperd, ‘Truman Smith, Stauton, Stephens, Strong, 
Taylor, ‘Thibodeaux, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Johu B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 
Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Wick, 
Wiley, Williams, and Woodward—i05. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bingham, Blackmar, 
Blanchard, Canby, Catheart, Clipp, Franklin Cia:k, Colta- 
mer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Daniel 
Dunean, Nathan Evans, Marreliy, Fisher, Freediey, Fries, 
Giddings, Gout, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Dale, Nathan K. 
Hall, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holes, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, 
Labm, William 'T. Lawrence, sidney Lawrence, Melel- 
land, Mectivaine, Horace Mann, Marsii, Marvin, Mullin, 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Palirey, Peaslee, Peck, Pettt, Pol- 


lock, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, Root, | 


Rumsey, St. John, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingeriand, Smart, 


Robert Smith, Starkweather, Strohm, Tallmadge, Thurston, | 


Tuck, Turner, Van Dyke, Warren, Wentworth, White, 
Wilmot, and Wilson—79. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given as follows: 

By Mr. PALFREY: A bill to extend to the per- 
sonal liberty of American freemen the protection 
of trial by jury. 

By Mr. N. K. HALL: A bill making a dona- 
tion of public lands to the several States and Ter- 
ritories, to be by them appropriated to the encour- 
agement and improvement of the agriculture of 
such States and Territories. 

sy Mr. MILLER: A bill extending the pro- 
visions of the 9th section of the act enutled “ An 
act to raise for a limited time an additional military 
force, and for other purposes,’’ approved February 
1],.1847, to the commissioned officers below the 
rank of brigadier general who served in the late 
war with Mexico. 

By Mr. LAHM: A bill giving to the clerks of 
paymasters in the army mileage for traveling per- 
formed in discharging the duties of their office. 





By Mr. HARMANSON: A bill authorizing 
new selections of land, in lieu of worthless school 
sectioffs, or sections of inferior quality, and for 
other purposes. 

By Mr. LA SERE: A bill for the relief of the 
assignees under Baron de Ferrit. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: A bill 
granting to the State of Pennsylvania a portion of 
the public lands, for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of the Pennsylvania railroad, the 
Pittsburg and Connelisville railroad,and the Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio railroad. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Under previous notices, bills were introduced as 
follows, viz: 

By Mr. MILLER: A bill extending the pro- 
visions of the ninth section of the act entitled “An 
act to raise, for a limited time, an additional mili- 
tary force, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
February 11, 1847, to the commissioned officers 
below the rank of brigadier general, who served 
in the late war with with Mexico; which was read 


a first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. 


By Mr. PHELPS: A bill to pay to the State of 
Missouri the two per cent. upon the proceeds of | 
the sales of public lands which have been sold | 


within the limits of said State, and which have 
been reserved for the purpose of constructing a 
road leading to said State; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: A bill granting to | 


the States of Illinois and Indiana the right of way 
and a donation of public lands for making a rail- 
road to connect the falls of the Ohio river opposite 
to Louisville, in Kentucky, with the Mississippi 
river, by the way of New Albany, in Indiana, and 


' Mount Carmel, on the Wabash river, to Alton, in 


Illinois; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
By Mr. DICKINSON: A bill granting lands 


to the State of Ohio for constructing a road from | 


Lower Sandusky to the Greenville Treaty line, 
agreeably to the treaty of Brownstown of 1808; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. DUNN. A bill granting the right of 
way over the public lands in the States of Indiana 


and Illinois to the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad | 
Company, and a portion of the public lands within | 
said States of Indiana and Illinois to said States | 


respectively, to be by them appropriated in the 


_construction and completion of a railroad to be— 
constructed by saiu company; which bill was read | 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Public Lands. 


; | 
In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. LEFFLER | 
obtained leave, and introduced a bill to grant cer- | 


tain alternate sections of the public lands to the 
State of lowa, to aid said State in the construction 
of a railroad from Dubuque, via lowa City, to 


Keokuc, in said State; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency ot causing to be 


located and constructed a military road trom Westport, on | 


the western border of the State of Missouri, or from some 
other suitable point on the western border of the said State, 
by the nearest and best route, to some suitable point on the 


| Bay of San Francisco, in the Territory of Upper California. 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Samuel Reed, of 
Pike county, in the State of Ohio, be withdrawn from the 
files of this House, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 

Ordered, That leave he given to withdraw the papers in 


the case of Captain John Oldham. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be insiruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the location 
of military bounty land warrants, in forty, eighty, or one 
hundred and sixty acre tracts, at the option of thé person 
Wishing to locate the same. 


On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to eom- 
municate to this House order No. 172, issued at the mouth 
of the Rio Grande, in Texas, on the 7th July, 1848, by com- 
mand of Major General John E. Wool. 


Mr. WENTWORTH offered the following 
resolution, which, after ineffectual efforts by him 
to obtain a vote, went over under the rule, (debate 
arising thereon,) as follows: 
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ding for the abolition of slavery, and the prohibition of 
extension, Wherever Congress has the power so to do se 
thus relieving this Government from all responsibjijy, 
the existence of that institution, and also from all 
concerning it. 

Mr. FICKEIN offered the following preamp), 
and resolution, which was read; and debate arisin. 
thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 

Whereas, the guarantee to the new States, that the 
come into the Union on an equal footing with the o 
thirteen States, is not complied with so long as the F 
Government exercises the right of disposing of 1) 
lands in the new States: 

And whereas the right of disposing of the soil of the public 
lands within their limits is one of the highest and Most 
essential attributes of State sovereignty : Tnerefore be jy 

Resolved by the House of Representctives, That the Com. 
mittee on Pablic Lands be instructed to inquire into tie 
expediency of reporting a bill ceding to each one of the new 
States all of the public lands within their respective jinyits 
except such as may be reserved under the Constitution for 
publie purposes. 


On motion of Mr. GAYLE, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole House be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the bill (No, 28) 
from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the relief of Thomas 
Rhodes, and that it be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. VINTON introduced a series of resolutions, 
referring the several portions of the President’ 
Annual Message to the appropriate committees, 
He moved that the resolutions be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. He gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up the President’s Message for ref- 
erence, when he should offer the resolutions which 
he now brought forward. 

Mr. MEADE inquired of the Speaker, if it would 
be in ordor now to move an amendment to the 
resolutions? He wished to amend them, so as to 
refer that portion of the Message which related to 
the Territories to a select committee, instead of to 
the Committee on Territories. 

The SPEAKER replied, that it}was not now in 
orded to amend the resolutions, but that they would 
be open to amendment in committee. 

Mr. MEADE appealed to Mr. Vinton to ac- 
cept his amendment. 

r. VINTON said the gentleman could move 
it in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. MEADE. Then the gentleman refuses to 
accept my amendment. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, 


Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 
take into consideration and report upon the several memo- 
rials of the State Legislatures of Arkansas and Missouri, 
relative to the draining and reclaiming of the swamp or 
subinerged lands of said States, and that they report by biil 
or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
Jaws relating to prize money that all shares or amounts due 
to the commanders, officers, and crews of vessels shall be 
placed in charge of the Secretary of the Navy, to be paid to 
the persons to whom due. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing soldiers’ 
certificates issued under the act of February 15, 1847, on the 
saine basis with treasury notes, as per act of January 28, 
1847, and, if they deem proper, report a bill for that pur- 
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In pursuance of notice, Mr. JOHN A. ROCK- 


| WELL introduced a joint resolution to authorize 
| the survey of certain routes for a canal or railroad 
_ between the Atantic and Pacific Oceans; which 


resolution was read a first and second time, and 
referred to a select committee. 


On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, 


Resolved, That the Select Committee raised for the pur- 
pose of reporting upon the memorials of the States of Ar- 
kansas and Missouri, upon the subject of swamp or sub- 
merged lands, also consider and report upon the memorial 
of the Legisiature of Mississippi, and petitions of the citi 
zens of said State, on the same subject. 


On motion of Mr. E. B. HOLMES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of erecting fortifica- 
tions, and establishing a military depét at or near the mouth 
of the Genesee river, in the State of New York. 


On motion of Mr. JENKINS, 


Resolved, That Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, widow of the 


|| late Colonel Henry Van Rensselaer, have leave to withdraw 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- || 


i ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law, provi- 


her petition and papers (praying for a pension) from the 
files of this House. 
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On motion of Mr. STARK WEATHER, 
Resolved, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers 
the files of this House in the case of Minurd Hardeni, nu 
eae that the same may be placed before the Postmaster 


Gene ral. 3 

Mr. TALLMADGE offered the following reso- 
lution, Which was read and laid upon the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Tre asury be requested 
to have prepared, for the use of this House, a statement 
chowing the manner in which every public debt of the Oni- 
ted Siates, from the time of the Continental Congress up to 
the present year, has been contracted ; the amount of each, 
from whom obtained, under what law authorized, the man- 

or and time of payment, and the amount, if any, now due 
ay ach, together with the amount of unclaimed dividends, 
both of principal and interest. 


On motion of Mr. N. K. HALL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to this 
House a copy of the report and plan of the board of enei- 
neers appointed, under the Bureau of Topographical En- 
gineers, to examine and report upon the different plans for 
the improvement of the harbor of Buffalo, New York. 


On motion of Mr. N. K. HALL, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers in 
the case of E. F. Gilbert, on file in the office of the Clerk 
of the louse. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to the widow, 
or her order, of the late Hon. Jonn M. Houty, the expense 
of removing the remains of her late husband to the place of 
his former residence, in the State of New York, oe 
the said expense shall not exceed the sum of three hundre 
dollars. 

Mr.GREELEY offered the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be re- 


quested to inquire into and report the expediency and feasi- | 


bility of temporarily employing the whole or a portion of our 
national vessels, now on the Pacifie station, in the trans- 
portation, at moderate rates, of American citizens and their 
effects from Panama, and the M: xican posts on the Pacific, 
to San Franciseo, in California. 


On motion of Mr. CHARLES BROWN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of printing 20,000 extra copies 
of Colonel Frémont’s last report to the Senate, with the 
accompanying maps, and of having the same bound up with 
the report of Colonel Abert, already ordered to be printed 
by this House. 


On motion of Mr. ECKERT, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire what proportion of the imports into the United 
States is made by foreigners and on foreign account, and 
what proportion by citizens of the United States. And also 
what frauds, if any, are committed against the revenues of 
our Government, under the present ad valorem duties; sta- 
ting what proportion of these frauds are committed by for- 


eign, and what by American importers ; and report to this | 


House. 


Mr. CHARLES BROWN introduced a joint | 
resolution (No. —) to furnish the Official Register | 


or Blue Book to the State libraries of the several 
States; which was read twice. 

And the question being stated, Shall the resolu- 
tion be engrossed and read a third time? 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the same 
by striking out the words ‘* State libraries,” where 
they oceur in the resolution, and insert in lieu 


thereof the words ** Secretary of State in the sev- || _ : 
is hereby, required to furnish this House with astatement ot 


eral States.’? 


Pending the amendment, the resolution giving 


rise to debate, was laid over under the rule. 
On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 


Ordered, ‘That leave be granted for the withdrawal of 
memorial and vouchers of Benedict I. Heard. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia || 
be instructed to inquire into the practicability and expedi- | 
ticy of -0 improving the Tiber, flowing at the foot of the || 


Capitol Hill, as to prevent the floods coming down the same 
from injuring the public grounds, and destroying the naviga- 
health of the city. 


Mr. BOTTS offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, (if not incompatible 


with the public interests,) under what law, or provision of 
the Constitution, or by what other authority, the Seeretary || 


of the Treasury of the United States did, by his sanction 
and approval, during the war with Mexico, establish a tariff 


of duties in the ports of the Mexican Republic ; and that he | 


also communicate to this House by what legal, constitu- 


lonal, or other authority, he undertook to appropriate the | 
revenne thus derived, to the support of the army in Mexico, ~ 


without the sanction of the tax-laying and appropriating 


power of Congress, as established by the Constitution of the 


United States. 

The said resolution was read; and, the rule re- 
quiring the same to lie one day upon the table 
being suspended, the resolution was considered, 
and agreed to. 

Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State cause to be trans- {| 


THE 


ted States at Rio de Janeiro, with the Department of Srate, 
on the subject of the African slave trade; also, any unpub- 
lished correspondence on the same subject by the Hon. 
Henry A. Wise, our late minister to Brazil. : 


On motion of Mr. ATKINSON, 

Resolved, That leave be given to ‘Thomas Chaney to with- 
draw his petition and other papers, now on file in the Clerk's 
office of this House. 


On motion of Mr. BEDINGER, 


Resolved, That the Conumttee on Military Affeirs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of selling so much 
of the public land at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, as may not 
be required for the use of the United States armory at that 
place. 


On motion of Mr. GREGORY, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means take 
into consideration the propriety of reporting a bill for redu- 
cing the size of the one cent coin, and to authorize the 
coining of a three cent piece, both to be composed of copper 
and some other precious metal. 


On motion of Mr. VAN DYKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route between Plainfield and Baskeuridge ; 
and also between New Germantown and German Valley, in 
the State of New Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. NEWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committve on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the better protection of life and property from sbipwreeck 
along the Atlantic coast of Long Island, between Plum 
Inlet and East Hampton, and that they report by bill or 


| Otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of Penn., 


Resolved, That the Committeee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of granting to the Stute of Pennsylvania 
one million acres of the public lands belonging to the United 
States, to he appropriated as follows: 500,000 acres for he 
construction of the Pennsylvania railroad, 3¢0,000 for the 
constriction of the Pittsburg and Connelisville railroad, 
and 20),000 for the Peunsylvania and Ohio railroad, to be 
expended within the State of Pennsylvania. And that said 
committee do turther inquire into the expediency of making 
a just and equitable division of the public lands among-t the 
several States of this Union; and that said committee re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the rules ot the 
House as to provide that no member shall hiave the right to 
call the previous question on any proposition, resolution, or 
bill, submitted to the House, until the same shall have been 
distinctly stated from the Chair, or by the Clerk. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, the petition and 
papers of Martha Flood, of Bath county, Ken- 
tucky, on the files of the House, were referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making fur- 
ther provisions by law for the reliet of widows and orphans 
of deceased officers and soldiers of the army of the United 
States, and that they have leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. BUT- 
LER on the } 1th instant, was taken up, read, con- 


|, sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 


the amount of iron imported under the tariff act of 1546, and 


| amount of revenue received on the same, specifying par- 
| Ucularly the amount or each kind of iron imported, and the 
| duties paid on each kind: also, a similar statement of the 
| amount of iron of all kinds imported annually under the 

tariff act of 1842, and the amount of revenue received on || 


such importations. 
And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 





oerser | under the rule, and referred: 
tion of the Washington canal, and proving injurious to the i 


By Mr. PETNAM: The petition of Alanson Pool, of 


'; Murry, New York, praying for a pension and for bounty 


land. Also, the petition of J. W. Nye, relating to his claim 


| for Macadamizing the Pennsylvania avenue. 


By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of sundry inhabit- 


| ants of Centre couuty, Pennsylvania, that provision be 
made by law, that newspapers may be carried in the mails 
| free of postage within the county printed, and to the distance | 


of thirty miles from the place where such papers are printed: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SLINGRELAND: The petition of John Hancock 
and 27 citizens of Albany, New York, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law establishing a cheap and unitorm postage: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of Charles Ruszell, praying 


| @ pension for disability incurred whilsta soldier in the late 
| Mexican war: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions. 


By Mr. NES: A petition of citizens of Adams county, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress that the provision in the act 
of Congress of March 3, 1847, requiring three cents postage 
to be pre-paid on all newspapers, not marked from the office 
of publicaiion, may be repealed : referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CLAPP: The petition of St. John Smith and 201 


mitted to this House the correspondence of George W. |) merchants of Portland, praying Congress to authorize the 
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Gordon, late, and Gorham Parks, present consul of the Uni- 
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purchase of the Granite Exchange Building of that city fora 
custom-house: referred to the Committee on Commerce 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of Uriah Kingman, for 
arrears of pension: referred te the Committee on Pensions. 
Also, the petition of Phebe Pitz, fora pension. Also. the 
petition of Charles Wingate and 17 others, fora mail route 
trom Exeter to Pittsfeld,in the State of New Hampshire. 
Presented December 14. 
IN SENATE. 

Tvespay, December 19, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of State, communicating, 
agreeably to law, an abstract of returns of Amer- 
ican seamen registered in the several ports of the 
United States during the year ending September 
30, 1848; which was read. 

The following is the recapitulation of the num- 
ber of seamen, as far as returned: 


CITIZENS. 
STATES. —_ 
Native. Notural Total. 

ized 

Rs is ciiclavichie & eum en wai Ls 12 1,146 
New Hampshire ...........00-: 69 } 72 
Masesachusetts,........cc0 0000: 3,724 os 3,782 
ID MN i cid ceinccevdas on 304 3 207 
SCIOOE cbdns cece tnecencee’s 4 - 44 
POU ONIN os sess acsewdin weeds 1,425 1,428 
UN hadvGeceus nckikvawuaw’ 21 1 
oe ee Ovesdacee qa 1S 479 
District of Columbia........... 6 . 6 
ES den uses Chae 404s Chia 45 - 45 
North Carolina....... ccc. sseess 41 - it 
ae Mistiwnuees am R5 RS 
Re hwil thindacdsitivesvdes Joo o ao 
a jen euetnes os If 1 1S 
8,159 $2 8,251 


Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of John A. 
Regan, proposing to drain the inundated public 
lands in the valley of the Mississippi, on certain 
conditions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Thomas 
Lenard, asking compensation for forage furnished 
for the use of mounted volunteers in the Mexican 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Tal- 
cott Reed, a revolutionary soldier, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
petition of Mary Wilkinson, widow of John Wil- 
kinson, late a sailing master on board a private 
armed schooner, ‘‘Nonsuch,”’ asking to be restored 
tothe pension rolland for arrears of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Wm, 
H. Burns, master’s mate United States navy, 
asking compensation for services rendered in the 
line ef his duty; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr.WESTCOTT presented the petition of Asa 
Lift, praying for a law to change the name of a 
vessel, and to issue a new register for the same; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of Hiram 
“Smith, register of the land office at Champagnolle, 
Arkansas, setting forth certain claims for compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of the 
Mount Carmel Company, praying for a grant of 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of James 
L. Lellard, and the legal heirs and representatives 
of Joseph Simpson, praying for bounty land and 
commutation pay; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. : 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the petition and pa- 
pers in the case of. Jones, were withdrawn 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 
BILLS, ETC., PRESENTED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BREESE, pursuant to notice, asked and 

| obtained leave to introduce ne resolution to 

amend the act of 1837, to provide for the payment 

of horses lost while in the service of the United 

States; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER, pursuant to notice, asked and 





‘| obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
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William Plummer, executor of Starkey Armistead, 
deceased; which was read a first and second ume, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, re ported a bill making a grant of aright of 
way and a donation of public lands to the State of 
Illinois, in aid of certain railroads connecting the 
Mississippi and the chain of lakes at Chicago, 
without amendment, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Major Ba- 
ker: which was read a first ume, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of War to make reparation for the killing of a 
Caddo boy by volunteer troops in Texas; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he was instructed to move 
for the immediate passage of this bill. He ac- 
cordingly moved that it be read a second time. 

The bill was then read a second time, and taken 
up for consideration, as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. ATCHISON submitted some documents 
from the War Department in relation to this case, 
which were read. 

The case was that of a Caddo boy who was 
unfortunately killed by our volunteers. Such was 
the excitement caused by the circumstance, that it 
had nearly produced a war. An arrangement, 
however, was effected, by which it was agreed 
that the United States should pay five hundred 
dollars as a reparation. ‘The bill accordingly ap- 
propriates that sum. ‘ 

The bill was reported without amendment, and 
was then read a third time, and passed. 


BILL WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. KING stated that he had yesterday intro- 
duced a bill for the remission of duty on an equa- 
torial telescope, contracted for in London by the 
trustees of the University of Alabama, which had 
been referred. On examining the appropriation 
bill of last session, he found a clause which he had 
overlooked, and which covered the case. He 
therefore moved that the Committee on Finance 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill. The motion was agreed to, and the commit- 
tee was discharged from the bill. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DOWNS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a joint resolution to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury to contract for carrying the 
mail from New Orleans to Vera Cruz. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, gave notice that 
he would to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, 
ask leave to introduce a bill. 

RESOLUTIONS, ETC. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
’ 


lates to the United States navy, be referred to Wie Commit- 
ter on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution, 
which les over: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate, authorizing 
the View President to appoint the superintendent of the ante- 
room, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded; and that the 
kuperatendent now in charge be continued, at his present 
cumpensation, under the authority of the Sergeant-at-arms. 

On motion of Mr. BALDWIN, 

Jtesolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
Structed to ascertain, so far as the same may be practicable, 
and report to the Senate the particulars of the contract ex 
isting between the Governmentot New Granadaand Messrs. 
Aspuiwall, Stephens, & Chauncey, in regard tu the con 
struction of the proposed railroad across the Istiimus of 
Panama, and the terms on which the use of such railroad for 
the transit of passengers and merchandise is secured to the 
Goverument and people of New Granada and of tie United 
Siates. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
NILES, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee to audit and control the 
contingent accounts of the Senate be instructed to inquire 
into the construction aud effect of the resolution of the 
Senate adopted at the last session, in relation to reporting 
and publishing the debates of the Senate, and whether ary 
moditication thereof is required; and that said committee 
also ascertain the expense which has been incurred uader 
said resolution since tts adoption. 


PURCHASE OF CUBA. 
The following resolution, submitted yesterday 


by Mr. MILLER, was taken up for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether any and what nego- 
Liahions or correspondence have taken place between this 
Government and the Government of Spain, or between any 
persons acting under the direction or authority of either 
Goverament, in relation to the purchase of Cuba by the 
United States; and that he communicate to the Senate 
copies of such negotiations or correspondence, so far as the 
same may be communicated consi-tently with the public 
interest, 


Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I would sug- 
gest to the mover of the resolution, [Mr. Mitvex, } 
whether it would not be better to transfer it to the 
I’xeculive session, 

It seems to me, sir, to be an interference, which 
is not according to the usage of the Senate, with 
the Executive powers of the Government. ‘The 
very fact of the pendency of the negotiation, if 
any negotiation be pending, and the fact that the 
President is authorized by the Constitution to enter 
into such negotiations, show the importance of 
preserving the secrecy upon which the success of 
a negotiation in a great measure must depend. 

1 do not believe myself that any importance is 
to be attached to the present inquiry, because I do 
not believe that any such negotiations are pending. 
Gut we should refrain from interfering with what 
properly belongs to the President by virtue of 
powers in him vested by the Constitution of the 
United States; and we should, at least, protect the 


i:xecutive from an exposure which may prove in- | 


jurious to a negotiation. 

I would suggest, therefore, to the mover of the 
resolution the propriety of waiving that inquiry 
here, and making it the subject of inquiry in Ex- 
eculive session. 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, in submitting 
that resolution, | had no intention at all to inter- 
fere with the executive power of the President. It 
is well known, probably, to the Senate, that for 
some time the public prints and the public mind 
have been somewhat excited by the rumors rela- 
tive to this question—I mean the purchase of Cuba. 
I did not presume, nor can | presume, that the 
President has opened any negotiations of that kind. 
On a subject of such importance it is not to be pre- 
sumed, | apprehend, that the Executive, without 
giving any intimation whatever to the country, 
has commenced such a negotiation. This resolu- 
tion was offered merely for the purpose of satisfy- 
ing the public mind upon this question, and not 
with any design of encroaching upon the powers 
of the Executive. 
cedents for a resolution of this kind. 
such resolutions were Offered in regard to Oregon 
and ‘Texas, in open session, and no objection was 
urged against them. 

Without saying what course I shall adopt my- 
self in reference to this matter, | am willing to 
allow the resolution to pass over. 

The resolution was passed over accordingly. 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 
Batpwix, on the Isth of February last, were 
taken up for consideration; and, upon motion of 
Mr. B., who said that the subject had been antici- 
pated by other action of the Government, were 
laid upon the table: 


Resolved, That the amount collected by the army of the 
Uniied States in Mexteo from the revenues of that Republic, 
aud from the contributions levied on the people thereof by 
order of the Presidentof the United States for the support of 
the army, ought to be applied tothe payment pro rata of the 
awards im favor of claimants under the convention between 
the United States and the Mexican Republic of the 11th of 


Mexican Republic were solemnly pledged by the convention 
of the 30th January, 1843. 

Resolved, ‘That it pertains exclusively to Congress to raise 
and support armies by appropriations of money to that use 
for a limited term, and that no power is conferred by the 
Constitution on the President tq apply any moneys collected 
under the authority of the United Statee to the support of 
the army without a specitie appropriation therefor. 

Resolved, That the President be rm quested to communicate 
to the Senate a particular account of all moneys collected 


I believe there are many pre- | 
I believe | 


+ April, 1839, for which the proceeds of the direct taxes of the | 


from the revenues of Mexico, or from military contributions | 


levied by his authority, aud of the manner in which the same 
has been disposed of or applied. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounxson, of Maryland, on the 28th April last, was 
taken up for consideration, and on motion of Mr. 
J., laid upon the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States is re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether any officers are now 
in the military or civil service of the United States, under 


uppoiutments from the President, which have not been sub- 
mitted to the Senate; and, if there be any such appointments, 
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| past, when ju 
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that it has notheen in the power of the President to « 
them to the consideratioa of the Senate. , 

The following resolution, by Mr. Howrey, 
ported from the Committee on the Public p) 
ings and Grounds, on the Sth August last 
taken up for consideration, and, at the suze, 


» Was 
of Mr. F1., laid over for the present: i 
Resolved, That a sum not exceeding 8.770, be « Xpen 
out of the coutingent fund of the Senate in completing ws. 
system of ventilating and warming the Senate chambe, 
commenced and proposed by Joho Skirving: Provided ; 
ever, That the money shail be expended, and the wor 
ecuted, under the direction of the Secretary of the Sepa: 
The following resolution, submitted by M 
Cameron on the 10th August last, was taken , 
for consideration, and, at the suggestion of )- 

s a I 
C., laid over for the present: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to en 
municate to the Senate any information that may be wi 
the knowledge of the department in reference to elyiy, 
made against the Cherokees who are parties to the tres: 
August 6, 1846, especially against that portion of the nario, 
called old setulers, or Western Cherokees, for seryjcrs 
any other aid and assistance rendered the said Cherotc 
in the prosecution of their claim, which resulted jy + 


: ‘ - the 
treaty altterwards. [f such claims are based on wrino, 


contracts, le is requested to state whether the contrac 
were made by the duly authorized representatives of 4 
Cherokees in their national or aggregate capacity, for 4), 
benefit of those who are made recipicnts by the treaty iy 
moneys arising out of the setthkement of their claims, And 
also whether, within the knowledge of the departinent, syey 
contracts have been fully and faithfully complied with, as 
far as practicable, by the other parties named in them. Ayg 
that he will communicate the evidence upon whiel) jp 
bases his opinion, With any paper in the possession of the 
departinent slowing the extent of the services rendered, 
and the character of the claims thus made against 1) 
moneys Which may be awarded under the treaty of Auguy 
6, 1846. 


- BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BREESE, agreeably to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution ey. 
plaining the act to provide payment for horses anj 
other property lost while engaged in the military 
service, approved 18th January, 1848; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained icave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of William Plummer, executor of Starkey Arnis. 
tead, deceased. 

Mr. BADGER. Before I move the reference 
of this bill, | wish, in three words, to state to the 
Senate the nature of the bill, and to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to it. 

In the year 1829 an action was brought in the 
district court of the United States, in North Caro- 
lina, holden at Albemarle, in that State, upon a 
duty bond. Judgment was afterwards recovered 
upon the bond, and in 1835 Plummer, in whose 
behalf the proceeding took place, as the execulor 
of Armistead, paid the full amount of the judgment, 
interest, and costs into the clerk’s office of the 
court in which judgment was rendered. Things 
remained in this condition until 1846, nearly 
eighteen years afterwards, when application was 
made to the district judge to have satisfaction e0- 
tered, and the execution quashed. This applica 
tion was overruled. Thereupon a scire facias was 
sued out of the United States court to show 
cause why execution should not cease on the on- 
ginal judgment. The judge held, however, that it 
did not appear that the judgment had been satisfied, 
and his award was against the application. It is 
to relieve the party from this proceeding that this 
bill has been introduced. While up, I will add, 
that the difficulty, or supposed difficulty, of the case 
has arisen from this circumstance: it has beet 
the uniform pone of the State court, in times 

gment has been rendered, for the par- 
ties against whom such judgment was rendered, 
either before or after execution issued, to pay the 
money into the hands of the clerk of the court in 
which such judgment was rendered. Some five-and 
twenty years ago a question was raised as to the 
validity of such payment; the question was carried 
to the Supreme Court, and that court sustained 
the validity of the payment in this case; but hav- 
ing intimated some doubt as to the regularity of 
the practice, the State Legislature immediately 
passed an act to give validity to what had been 
the previous custom. In consequence of this, it 
has happened that the same course of proceeding 
has been adopted in the courts of the United 
States, without an exception being taken, as far a3 
known, until 1846; the clerk of the district court 
who received the money not having reported it to 


\- 
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1848. 

and knowing of the payment; the clerk having 
yitimately died, and being unable to make good 
money to the Government, Che question, there- 
presented to the consideration of Congress by 
bill is, whether it can possibly be the duty, 
the moral right of this Government, to 
enforce the repayment of this money after it has 
already been honestly and fully paid, and 
ereby put the individual to great loss and incon- 
venience in consequence of gross neglect on the 
nart of one of its officers? I hope the committee 
will find it convenient to give immediate attention 

«the subject, and I now move that the papers 

which I send to the Clerk’s table be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
the Judicary. ‘ , . 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I introduced a bill 
yesterday for the remission of duties on an equa- 
torial telescope contracted for in London by order 
of the trustees of the University of Alabama. 
Since that time I have found in the appropriation 
hill of the last session of Congress a clause which, 
i think, amply provides for the case presented by 
the bill which L introduced. I would move, there- 
fore, that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of that bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS. 

Mr. BENTON. Before any regular business 
is taken up, I beg leave to state to the Senate, that, 
at the request of some Senators on my left, | have 
obtained the contract made between the New Gra- 
nadian Government and the company which held 
the grant originally. That contract is now pro- 
duced for the information of the Senate. I have 
it here in Spahish. It is a document of consider- 
ible length—too much so to be useful to read here. 
The only way to make it useful to the Senate will 
be to have it translated and printed. + I therefore 
move that the paper be translated under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary, and printed. 

Mr. CAMERON. If 1 understand this busi- 
ness, there certainly must be a contract in addition 
to the one now presented. I refer to the one that, 
it has been stated, was made by the Granadian 
Government with the French, upon which the 
present one before us is based. IL would amend 
the motion of the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri, by moving that the contract originally made 
with the French, together with General Herran’s 
letter, be also printed. 

Mr. KING. [ would ask if the contract to which 
the honorable Senator alludes is before the Senate? 

Mr. CAMERON. [| am not ableto answer that 
question; but if the gentleman will permit me, | will 
explain. I asked yesterday, as a matter of inform- 
ation, if the contract entered into between the Gov- 
ernment of New Granada and the first company to 
whom the right of way was granted could be pro- 
duced, which contract, as L understand, was aban- 

doned. I wished to have also the contract of the 
Messrs. Aspinwall and Co. with the Granadian 
Government, and the letter of Mr. Herran pro- 
duced along with it. It is necessary to a -proper 
understanding of the subject that we should be 
made acquainted with the terms of both contracts. 

Mr. KING. It is certainly necessary that we 
should have all the requisite information pertaining 
to this subject; but we cannot order a paper to be 
printed that is not in our possession; and that, too, 
when we do not know in whose hands it is placed. 
Whenever the Senate shall obtain it, no doubt it 
will be printed. 

Mr. FOOTE. I should have supposed that the 
distinet intimations which have been thrown out 
by various Senators, in hearing of the avowed 
friends of the measure under consideration, as to 
tie importance of bringing before the Senate, for 
our inspection, and, if we so decide, for the pur- 
pose of being printed, the original contract so often 
referred to, and upon which this measure is founded, 
might before this have caused the production of this 
document. Why it is withheld from our view I 
cannot divine, unless some of the rumors afloat in 
regard to its provisions be true. For one, | am 
unwilling, (and I desire to be understood as being 
perfectly serious on this point,) 1 am wholly un- 
willing to vote for the measure so urgently pressed 
upon us, unless I am permitted beforehand to 
inspect and scrutinize the original contract. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I do not see any necessity 
for the introduction of this contract. it has been 


in 
fore 


this bil 


or even 


once 


ih 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


heen certified to in the letter read to the Senate 
yesterday—that this French contract has been 
transferred to these parties The arrangement 
which may have been made between these parties 
is one with which we, as a Congress, have nothing 
to do. We have no right to levislate with refer- 
ence to an arrangement of this character. The 
only questions we have a right to put concerning 
this matter are, whether these parties have the ex- 
clusive road, and whether they have the power and 
ability to perform the services they have engaged 
to perform upon certain conditions. ‘on 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 simply rise for the purpose of 
saying, for the benefit of my friend, the honorable 
Senator from Florda, that, to my mind, it is ob- 
viously important that we should perfectly under- 
stand the true character and specific stipulations 
of the contract between Messrs. Aspinwall & Co. 
with the Government of New Granada before we 
act upon the bill which ts based upon it. I have 
no decided and settled opinion touching the expe- 
diency of the measure proposed for our adoption. 
Certainly I do feel a lively interest for the great 
object expected to be attained; and | am not with- 
out a proper sympathy, also, I trust, for the enter- 
prising projectors of the scheme before us. Surely 
I intend to present no opposition to, this measure, 
in advance of a more formal and explicit exposition 
of it on the part of those who are presumed best to 
understand it. But I am desirous of having it dis- 
tinctly understood, that if certain rumors which 
have reached me as to the provisions of this 
contract shall not be met and negatived by the con- 
tract itself, submitted seasonably for our inspec- 
tion, | shall be very painfully constrained to vote 
against the bill. Perhaps I ought to go further, 
and say, that it has been intimated to me that there 
are clauses in this same contract which cannot be 
carried into execution without serious detriment to 
certain substantial interests of a-portion of the cit- 
izens of this Republic. Ido not feel authorized, 
at present, to use language of a plainer import, nor 
is it necessary, at this stage of the proceeding. It 
certainly must be now evident to the Senator from 
Florida, and others, that the original contract should 
be brought before us, in order to avoid the com- 
mission of some serious blunder, and the possible 
production of much mischief to great public in- 
terests. 

Mr. ALLEN. I may as well state at once what 
will be my position on this subject. We were told 
yesterday by my friend from Illmois [Mr. Breese} 
that there will be a rival proposition brought into 
the Senate on this subject. That remark implied 
that he would be in favor of one of these proposi- 
tions. And for fear, sir, that | may labor under 
the suspicion of entertaining the same opinion, I 
desire to say that I shall oppose any form of prop- 
osition, come from what quarter it may, which 
has for its object to confer oa a select body of men 
a monopoly of the transit of commerce of the two 
hemispheres across the Isthmus of Panama. If 
the gentlemen whose names are tn this bill, or any 
other gentlemen in the United States, have agreed 
with the Government of New Granada for the 
right to construct a road across the Isthmus of 
Panama, let them make it. ‘They need no legisla- 
tion of ours to enable them to make it; and the 
only question with me is, why,come they here? 
We have acquired by treaty, in behalf of our Gov- 
ernment and our whole people, the right of transit, 
which implies, notwithstanding the remarks of 
yesterday, the right to make the means of transit 
across the Isthmus of Panama. This is a vast 
right. Viewed as a national right, it is a privilege 
worth more to the people of the United States than 
the privilege of passing over an equal distance any- 
where else on the surface of the globe; and [ would 
as soon think of granting to a company a monop- 
oly of the navigation of the globe as a monopoly 
of the transit commerce of the Isthmus of Panama 
 ¢ as soon. 

his bill proposes that the Government of the 
United States shall, in advance, contract with this 
company to pay them for the transportation of 
troops, arms, munitions of war, and the mails, 
across the Isthmus on their railroad. Sir, this 


| transportation of the few troops of the Govern- 


ment, and the few persons employed as agents of 
the Government, will bear no more proportion to 
the transportation of the property of the people of 
the United States across the Isthmus than the Isth- 
mus itself bears to the continent of North America. 


| the same time I entire! 
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cern in all the transaction. The whole of our trans- 
portations across that Isthmus, as a Government . 
will not perhaps amount to ten thousand dollars’ 
worth of freight yearly, whilst our transportation, as 
a nation, will amount to, perhaps, the value of a 
hundred millions annvally, within, perhaps, ten or 
fifteen yeara from this time. In this view of it, 
looking upon this matter as affecting so largely 
and lastingly the interests of this great people, I 
shall not vote for a bill which deprives them of the 
full enjoyment of this great privilege, by conferring 
it on any select body of men on earth. 1 will not 
establish a Barbary power to levy tribute upon the 
commerce of the two hemispheres passing over 
the Isthmus of Panama. We want that for all; 
and the only way to secure it, is to keep it out of 
the hands of monopolists, and ke ep this right of 
way under the control of our Government, so that 
the whole people, if they choose, may construct 
roads and canala across, and use them as they 
please. I have thought proper, sir, to make this 
explanation, lest | should be misunderstood in the 
vote which I shall give upon the motion to print 
this paper. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. ALLen} permit me to propound a ques- 
tionto him, ananswerto which, itstrikes me, may 
become important in connection with what has 
just now fallen from him? Has the Senator from 
Ohio matured any plan, other than the one before 
us, of connecting the Pacific and Atlantic seas, 
either by railway or otherwise ? 

Mr. ALLEN rose to reply; but he gave way to 

Mr. BENTON, who said: The application of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania is one perfectly 
natural. I would say, however, that the original 
contract is the same in substance with that which 
I have offered. I believe that some additional 
compensation is exacted from these New York 
gentlemen; but the original contract and all its 
privileges are there—the same that expired in the 
hands of the original holders. It has been pre- 
sented according to my promise yesterday, and 
ordered to be translated and ociatad. The Seere- 
tary, with the promptitude that is characteristic of 
him, is now searching for atranslator. This paper 
will show the whole contract. 

Mr. DOWNS. If I recollect aright, the honor- 
able Senator from Missouri, in presenting the com- 
munication which has been ordered to be printed, 
stated that this company was invested with the 
privileges granted to a former company, and that 
the former contract contained the stipulations em- 
braced in the new contract. 

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOWNS. If that be so, it seems to me 
that we can form no opinion of the present char- 
ter, unless we see the new contract. Unless we 
see them both, we shall not know what provisions 
have been modified. 1 think, therefore, the object 
in calling for this paper will be entirely disap- 
pointed unless the last contract be also furnished. 
While I am up, I will state that I differ entirely 
from the honorable Senator from Ohio as to the 
nature of this application. He seems to speak of 
it as a charter to be granted by Congress, which, 
if the bill should pass, might result in a monopoly 
that would be injurious to the people of the United 
States. I do not view it in that light atall. The 
Government of the United States is not the sov- 
ereign of the territory over which this eentract 
extends, and has no right to establish monopolies 
there. The only right we have has been estab- 
lished by treaty with New Granada, to the effect 
that whatever road may be constructed there, the 
United States shall have the same rignt of trans- 
portation over it as other nations. We have 
nothing to do with monopolies. I understand that 
the only object which makes it desirable to obtain 
this contract at the present time, is to facilitate the 
emigration to California. They ask of the United 
States to give them this contract, in order to en- 
courage and assist them in an object which is 
acknowledged to be of great importance. There 
is no monopoly in this. The question is, whether 
we shall or shall not have this work done as soon 
as possible—a work which is to be so highly pro- 
motive of the public interests. 

I should like to see this contract adopted; but at 
concur with the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorg,] and would like to 
know the nature of the conditions of the charter. 
There may be provisions in that charter of which 


stated here in the petition—and that statement has |! Our interest, as a Government, is the smallest con- | we may not approve. It may contain a power to 
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extort onerous charges from our own citizens. If 
there be such a provision in it, it may well be mat- 
ter of serious consideration with this Government 
whether it should not withhold the contract. Anx- 
ious a8 | am to see the measure adopted, | cannot 
vote for the bill unless satisfied fully that there ts 
nothing in the charter that would be objectionable 
on the part of the Government and the people of 
the United States. I really think that the paper 
now presented will fail in its object unless we can 
ascertain what are the modifications made and 
conditions imposed in the new charter; and we can 
know nothing about them until we can see them. 
I move that both of these documents, together 
with the letter, be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate, 

Mr. BENTON. There was a paper asked for 
yesterday, and this morning it was brought in and 
ordered to be printed, ‘That is the parliamentary 
usage. And this having been done, there is now 
a debate got up asif there had been a refusal to 
produce the paper. Why, sir, one word from a 
Senator on this floor would have been suflicient, 
and the paper now sought to be obtained would 
have been produced as readily as the other; it 
would have been forthcoming precisely in the same 
manner; but I have itnotin my pocket. I cannot 
produce it upon the instant; and here a debate is 
got upas if there was a disposition to withhold it 

Mr. CAMERON, Lam not going to detain the 
Senate with any extended remarks. I merely have 
to say that I desire not only that this paper should 
be produced, but that we should be put in posses- 
sion of the contract itself. | had two reasons for 
making the suggestion yesterday in regard to the 
production of these papers. 1 desired, first, that 
the contract made with the French citizens, upon 
which [am told this is based, should be laid betore 
us, in order that the Senate and country might see 
the enormity of its provisions in granting extraor- 
dinary powers to a private corporation; and | de- 
sired also to see whether these gentlemen have 
actually made a contract, for | confess I have strong 
doubts on the subject. My impression is, that they 
have made a conditional contract with New Gra- 
nada, to be complete upon the contingency of their 
forming an agreement witn this Government, which 
will guaranty to them the making of the road. 
This system of connecting the public treasury with 
the interests of private individuals is not altogether 
new to me. It began in my State twenty years 
ago. It commenced by the State guarantying the 
interest of a million of dollars of stock for making 
the Union canal, and ended by involving us ina 
debt of more than forty millions of dollars. I am 
utterly opposed, therefore, to connecting the pubitc 
treasury with the interests of individuals. We 


ought to endeavor to induce competition instead of 


conferring exclusive privileges. Important as this 
work is to the trade of the world, 1 do not consider 
it of sufficient magnitude to require the assistance 
of the Government. In my State we have over- 
come the obstacle presented by the altitude of the 
Alleghanies, in the formation of a channel of com- 
munication—I mean the Portage railfoad, with its 
expensive inclined planes and machinery, at a cost 
not exceeding two millions of dollars; and we are 
told that this Panama road, which is but a small 
affair in comparison, will cost fifteen or twenty 
millions. Itis a work not exceeding forty miles 
in extent, in which there are ro grades exceeding 
twenty feet in the mile, without the necessity for 
inclined planes, and altogether a road of cheaper 
construction; and yet it is proposed that we shall 

ve to these gentlemen three hundred thousand 
Selle a year for twenty years for carrying our 
matis and munitions of war, leaving to the company 
the profits of the whole trade that will pass over 
that route, which, in itself, would be sufficient to 
induce men of enterprise and of capital, after the 
road had been surveyed, and its real difficulties 
understood, to undertake the work. 

It is said to be a gigantic undertaking, and one 
which has been too great for the people inhabiting 
that country to accomplish. Why is it that it has 
never been undertaken? The reason why it has 
not been attempted is, that the people of that coun- 
iry have been in a state of ignorance and semi- 
barbarity; but the moment it is thrown open to 
Americans, who are accustomed to works of that 
description, it will be found an easy enterprise, 
and capitalists will be glad to undertake it for the 
sake of the profits that are to be derived from it. I 
would certainly be willing to forego many scruples 


| that I have in order that the road may be construct- || 


some guarantee against this, and ought we not to 
| have a guaratee that the road shall be constructed 


/ation which these papers will afford us; and if it 
| prove that these gentlemen have only a conditional | 


| of troops and munitions of war. 
| have our contract so framed, if one be entered into, 


| understandingly. 


|; ance, 


' the authority of this treaty for military purposes; 


| who would be willing to undertake the work with- 


| paper presented this morning, the document was 


_ produced unul the greater part of the debate had 


and not, as the Senator intimates, from any cap- 


_which | propounded some time ago to the Senator 


i 
} 
/he has some distinct and mature notion on the | 


= 
ed; for | am aware that it will be of great advan- || 
tage to the country In a commercial point of view. 
‘Lhe trade that would be carried on upon that route || 
would be of more importance than any advantage 
which the Government might derive from any priv- 
ileges in regard to transportation of the mails or 
But | desire to 


as to secure to our people the conveyance of their 
merchandise at as low arate as the goods of the 
people of thatcountry may be transported for. I 
would have the tolls so regulated by law as to pre- 


vent any imposition being practised upon our citi- || 
zens. Itis but reasonable, at all events, that we | 


should be put in possession of all the facts in rela- 
tion to the agreement entered into by these gentle- 
men, What is there to prevent them, so far as 
we are at present informed, from selling the road 
afler it shall have been made? Ought we not to have 


ina proper manner, and with all the guards and 
securiuies which experience and science can fur- 
nish? I desire that we should have all the inform- | 


contract, it will deserve mature reflection whether | 
we ought, upon such representations as have been || 
made to us, to extend the aid of this Government to 
them. Ihave no doubt that the work might be very | 
easily accomplished by individual enterprise; and | 
1 doubt not that this discussion will have the effect 
of bringing the matter to the nouce of individuals 


out exacting from this Government so great a 
degree of patronage. Lam unwilling that we should 
act upon the subject unul we have before us the 
proper data upon which we may be able to act | 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise for the purpose of vindi- 
cating myself from an imputation which has been 
thrown out by the Senator from Missouri. That | 
Senator manifests some dissatisfaction that a de- | 
bate has been got up here in regard to the pro- | 
duction of these papers. He seeins to think it a | 
very unseasonable debate; and, by way of show- 
ing that such is the fact, he goes on to say, that 
upon the first intimation of a desire on the part of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania in regard to the 


brought into the Senate. Now, I feel bound to 
say, simply in vindication of myself, that I did not | 
understand, nor did any one in this neighborhood | 
understand on yesterday, that there was a distinct 
intimation that this document would be produced; 
nor did we know this morning that it would be | 


taken place. Therefore, | must suppose that the 
debate was got up for want of the document, 


tious spirit or from any desire to occasion unne- 
cessary delay in the consideration of the proposi- 
tion which is now submitted to us. 

While [am up, | desire to repeat the inquiry 


from Ohio, for I deem it a matter of some import- 
That Senator appears to be opposed to this | 
particular scheme for connecting the Pacific with | 
the Auantic, altWough he seems to appreciate the 
importance of such a work; and, speaking of it as 
he does, we have a right to take for granted that 


subject of the mode of establishing this communi- 
cation. In addition to this, | will mention that it 
has struck me—and I only throw it out as a very 
imperfect idea, one that I Aave not duly considered | 
myself, but | hope that others have investigeted | 
the matter more thoroughly, and that it will be || 
elucidated by those who are capable of throwing || 
light upon it—it has appeared to me, upon a su- 
perficial view of the matter, that it is within the 
constitutional power of this Government to estab- 
lish a raitway from the Atlantic to the Pacific upon 





| 
and if so, incidentally, and merely incidentally, to 
secure to itself all the peculiar advantages likely || 
to arise from the establishment of the railway, and | 
also to retain within its own hands the means of || 
saving our citizens from those injuries which have || 
been so graphically portrayed this morning by the } 
Senator from Louisiana. There would then be no || 
tolls to be imposed by the company; the Govern- | 


| tation in stating what my views are upon the 
| subject. If we have a right to acquire by treaty 
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justice was done to those who have goods ty trang. 
ang. 


port along this railway in their Passage to , 
| remote shores of California and Oregon. a 
| Ido not myself advance an opinion on this ¢ 
ject; but it is the opinion of men who are wel , oa 

fied to decide, that it is competent for the eae 


ment to establish a railway upon that route 


have seen elaborate opinions from high authority 


to that effect. I have not fully scrutinized the my; 
ter myself, but I have an imperfect idea tha; if 


hereafter it should be ascertained that it js neces 
sary for the defence of California and New Mex. 
ico against foreign aggression, or against domeni. 
violence, that a military road should be constryeres 


for the transportation of troops and munitions if 
_ war from the Atiantic to the Pacific, our Goyer, 


ment has aright to establish such a road by its 
own means, and, by establishing such a road, jp, 
cidentally to secure to us the immense ad vantaces 
to be derived from its use. With this view, an 


| with the deference I have ever felt for the judg. 


ment of the Senator from Ohio in regard tO such 
matters, | had heped that he would, in the pros. 
ress of the debate, have given some response { 
the inquiry which [ propounded that would be 
satisfactory to the Senate. : 

Mr. ATCHISON rose for the purpose of movins 
a postponement of the further consideration of ths 
subject. 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will allow me, | 
will answer the question of the Senator from Mj. 
sissippi. When that Senator propounded his 
question I would have replied to him had not an. 
other Senator obtained the floor. I have no hes). 


‘ 


passage across the Isthmus of Panama, we havea 


| right to open the passage and to enjoy all the fruits 
| which we sought by the negotiation of the treaty, 


And I believe that we not only have a constitutional 
right to open a passage, but I believe it will be. 


come the imperative duty of the Government of 


the United States to accomplish that object. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I now renew my motion, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire that the subject 
should be postponed, and I do not intend now to 
enter into its discussion. I feel bound, however, 
to make one or two remarks in regard to it. | see 
no impropriety, in fact I can see a manifest pro- 
priety, in requiring the contract, as it is called, to 
be submitted to the Senate. I had supposed that 
the charter, together with the letter of General 


_ Herran, would have been sufficient; but, looking 
at the letter, it will appear that it may be possible 


it contains matter that will enlighten the Senate. 


| In consequence of the absence of Mr. Aspinwall, 


the document cannot immediately be obtained, but 
I have no doubt that upon his return to the city it 
will be produced. I trust, therefore, the Senate 
will allow the subject to be postponed. 

I must say I do not comprehend the argument 
that is made against this measure on the ground 
that it is creating a great monopoly which this 
Government ought not to submit to or tolerate. | 


| understand the fact to be that we have a treaty 


with the Government of New Granada, which 
secures to usa right of way across the Isthmus of 
Panama, upon any road now made or hereafter 
to be made by authority of the Government of 
New Granada, upon the same terms and at the 
same rates of toll as shall be charged upon the 
citizens and their merchandise of the Government 
of New Granada, under such charter for making 
roads. The sovereignty of the country remains 
in the Government of New Granada, while the 
right of way, the right to travel upon roads now 
made or which shall be made by or under the au- 
thority of that Government, is secured to us; and 
the conditions upon which we are to travel upon 
those roads are to be the same which that Govern- 
ment shall impose upon her own citizens; that the 
tolls to be charged upon our citizens with their 
freight and merchandise are to be the same 4s 
those charged upon her citizens with their freight 
and merchandise, and no more. Therefore 
would seem, from these facts, that this Govern- 
ment has nothing to do with the terms and con- 
ditions upon which the road shall be made, and 
nothing to do with the terms and conditions upon 
which passengers and freight shall be transported 
upon it. It would seem by the charter which is 
submitted to the Senate, I apprehend, when you 
examine it, that these individuals have secured 


‘ment would always have it in its power to see that |! the right of making a road across the isthmus— 
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lusive right—and that the Government of | 


the exe : : “Be 
New Granada retains ho right to grant the privi- 
leve to any others, or to authorize this Govern- 
“ot to make it. If there is any monopoly, 
therefore, it Is a monopoly already invested In 
Messrs. Aspinwall, Stephens & Co. ff there be 
eny monopoly, they have it already; and it is one 
which we cannot control. These individuals, pos- 
cessing this charter and these privileges, and being 
prepared to go on and construct the road, come to 
ys and say, if we have a monopoly, we propose 
to relieve you from that monopoly; if you are 
apprehensive that we will charge you too much, 
we will make a contract with you now in regard 
to the rate at which your freight shall be carried, 
The proposition which they make to you is one 
by which they propose to relieve you from the 
monopoly which they possess, by offering to make 
a contract with you. And what is the contract 
which they propose to make? They propose to 
contract with you, by which your transportation 
shall be secured by the payment of a certain 
amount. If the amount proposed be considered 
too great, let it be reduced. I was sorry to see 
my colleague yesterday assuming that we were to 
pay six millions of dollars. We have not yet 
determined what amount we are willing to pay. 
They are proposing to carry such freight as shall 
be avreed on, at such rate of charge as shall be 
agreed upon. eS 
“Avain: itis assumed that the contract is to be 
for twenty years; whereas the bill is a proposi- 
tion to make a contract fora period of years not 
exceeding twenty, leaving it discretionary with 
this Government whether it shall continue for one 
year, for five, for fifteen, or for twenty years. It 
js not a proposition for the continuance of the 
contract for twenty years absolutely, and I appre- 
hend that it is a fair subject for discussion with us 
whether or not the sum proposed as the limit 
beyond which we are not to go is too high, and 
whether we should reduce it; whether or not the 
period is too long, and, if so, whether or not 
we should not fix a shorter time. It will become 
a question for us to determine whether we should 
fix upon a short period or a long one. It is 
certainly evident that the amount of transporta- 
tion that we shall have occasion for will increase 
every year. 

[na few years more we shall have a large empire 
upon the Pacific, and itis reasonable to suppose that 
we shall have occasion for five or ten times as much 
transportation as we have now; and if we now 
make a contract to last for twenty years, it may be 
that we shall secure an enormous amount of trans- 
portation at a very little cost—at a price far below 
what it would be furnished for under the new con- 
tract. But these are subjects for discussion upon 
which Tam not yet prepared to express an opinion. 
My only object is to direct attention to the fact that 
the price is not fixed by this bill, but is reserved, 
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Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, 1 have no desire 
to detain the Senate any longer; but, notwithstand- 
ing the general impatience to get vid of this sub- 
ject, which | see manifested, [ feel bound to say 
to the Senator from I[linois, [Mr. Dor GLAS, | that 
he seems to me to have entirely forgotien the fact 


‘ that it is provided in this bill that the Secretary of 


the Navy shall be directed to make a contract with 
thiscompany. Directed, sir—most imperious lan- 
guage. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I intended to remark, that I 
thought the word ‘directed’? should be stricken 
out of the bill. 

Mr. FUOTE. That word being retained, the 
effect certainly will be to throw the Government 
into the hands of this company, who, acting of 
course that selfish part which such corporations 
are sure to act, would charge the maximum 
amount, or three-fourths of what we pay for the 
transportation of the mails across the Atlantic. 
This would certainly amount, as stated yesterday 
by the Senator from [linois, (Mr. Breese,] to 
some six millions of dollars, paid to this company 
for the transportation of certain articles along this 
railway, which is to cost, by estimation, only two 


, millions five hundred thousand dollars, leaving 


to be determined by Congress and the Secretary of | 


the Navy, or whatever officer of the Government 
may be authorized to form the contract; that the time 
for the continuance of the contract is not fixed, but 
reserved for the determination of the same parties; 
that we are granting no power to make a Toad, but, 
on the contrary, that the power is already granted 
by New Granada; that our refusing the application 
that is now made to us will not take from these 
individuals the privilege of constructing the road, 
for itis already secured to them. It is not in our 


pees to take it away, nor is it in the power of | 


New Granada to take it away from them. If it be 
an odious monopoly, then it seems to me to be a 
reason why we should remove that monopoly from 
ourselves while we have it in our power to do so. 
But | apprehend it is not so odious a monopoly, 
for the reason that our treaty with New Granada 


puts American citizens, in regard to the right of | 
way, upon an equality with her own citizens; and || 


lapprehend that that Government would be cau- 
tious how it granted a monopoly that would operate 
against her own citizens to foreigners, who seek 
nothing but how to make as much money as pos- 
sible out of the enterprise in which they are about 
to engage. It seems to me, therefore, that we 
ought not to prejudge this measure before we have 
examined all the facts of the case. I have made 
these remarks for the purpose of inviting attention 
to the subject while the charter and the other docu- 
ments connected with it are being procured, in 


order that we may be prepared to discuss the | 


Matter and arrive at a proper conclusion. 





| of this measure, unless this company will submit | 


this company greater profits than were ever made 
by any company in the world. 
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It isa fact, sir, that it is deliberately proposed to | 


pay the sum of six millions of dollars to this com: 


pany—and [ do not doubt the respectability or the | 


worth and intelligence of those who compose it, 
one of whom has a high reputation in the literary 
world—for the transportation of munitions of war, 
naval stores, and other supplies of the Govern- 
ment, by this railway, which is to cost that com- 
pany only two millions and some hundred thou- 
sand dollars, by estimation. And yet, so far as 


has been intimated by the friends of this bill, this | 


company is not to be limited in the least in its 
charges upon our citizens who may desire to travel 
upon this railway—and many of them, doubtless, 
will desire to visit California and Oregon hereaf- 
ter—or who may desire to have their effects trans- 
ported, either for the purpose of carrying on mer- 
cantile operations, or for the purpose of establish- 
ing themselves as residents in these fair regions. 
No limitation, so far as we have heard from the 
friends of this measure, is to be imposed, except— 
what? Why, sir, that this compeny is not to 


charge the citizens of the United States more than | 


they charge the citizens of New Granada. So far 
as we are at present informed, the citizens of New 
Granada will have but very little use for this rail- 
way atall; and if it should turn out that some 
contract or arrangement should hereafter be made 
between thiscompany and the Government of New 


Granada, in relation to this affair, which may | 


prove satisfactory to that Government and people, 
this company may obtain authority to establish 
such rates as will enable them to charge for the 
whole period of ninety-nine years whatever they 
please upon the citizens of the United States. For 
one—I say it in advance—I shall not be in favor 


to a reasonable tariff of rates. 
We have all doubtless had experience in such 


| 


} 


matters; for it is a fact well known in the history | 
_of the different States, that wherever a company 


obtains the privilege of establishing a road of any 


kind without a tariff of rates being in the first in- | 


stance imposed, competition being completely pre- 


cluded, the companies take it upon themselves to | 


charge such enormous rates as they may judge to 
be consistent with their own interests. Their own 


interest alone will be their guide. Before this Gov- | 


| vernment, then, supplies to this company the means | 
of establishing this railway, I trust they will be | 
| required to agree upon such a tariff of rates as will 


save our citizens in all time to come from that op- 
pression and injustice which must otherwise, in 


my judgment, inevitably accrue from this transac- | 


tion. 


One more remark, and [ have done. We have 
as a Government, the right of way across the 
Isthmus of Panama. 


of New Granada have entered into a contract with 


| this company which empowers it to establish a 


railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
not our right of way, but it is the privilege, sim- 
ply, of establishing the means of communication 


And now the Government | 


That is | 


between the two oceans, given by that Govern- | 


ment to this particular company. Our right «f 


become of it, I ask, under the contratt now pro- 
posed? It will be argued, | doubt not, hereafier, 
ingeniously and plausibly argued, that the sanction 
which we shall have given to the proposition bas 
entirely extinguished the right of way which ae- 
crued to us under the treaty. We have the reht 
of way at present, and that right of way, notwith- 
standing all the reasons so eloquently stated by the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,} we are 
bound to retain and preserve for ourselves and our 
posterity. - 

Suppose, sir, this railway established, and what 
becomes of our right? If not positively and sol- 
emnly transferred, it will be extinguished by what 
may turn out, after all, to be the unwitting action 
of the Congress of the United States upon the 
measure now before us. I conceive, sir, that itis 
our duty to preserve the right of way across the 
isthmus, and to adopt only such legislation upon 
this subject as may secure it to us and to our eiti- 
zens In all time to come, free from all obstructions 
whatsoever, 

It may be, sir, that the company who propose 
to establish this road may oceupy the only ground 
suitable for such a purpose. In this case, in what 
a predicament should we find ourselves! We 
should find that our right of way had completely 
evaporated. The company has a railway there 
which oceupies the only ground suitable for the 
construction of such a road; our right of way still 
remains, but it can only be enjoyed by submitting 
to the terms which will be imposed upon us by 
this company, which will make our right of way 
a nullity. 

1 conceive that it is our highest duty—so ably 
argued by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. ALLEN, J— 
to keep this right of way open forever. We ought 
not to permit any company to impose the least bar 
or obstruction to the full enjoyment of this right, 
not only on the part of our Government, but also 
on the part of our citizens. 

| think that the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Doveras] has made a very great mistake, one of 
which it is not usual, certainly, for that Senator 
to make. He seems to suppose that we shall have 
continual and increasing need of this railway during 
all that period of twenty years, for the purpose of 
sending munitions of war to our Pacific settle- 
ments. I differ with him essentially. In my judg- 
ment, when our frontier on the Pacific shall become 
supplied with the means of defence, the growing 
population of that country will make it wholly 
unnecessary for us to use ‘this railway for any 
such purpose. 

The grandeur of this scheme seems to have cap- 
tivated the mind of the honorable Senator, [Mr. 
Dovexas.| The immense advantages which are 
almost certain to arise from it seem wholly to have 
absorbed the attention of the distinguished gentle- 
man, and he does not seem to reflect that all these 
results will not accrue to our citizens at large. 

But I did not rise to discuss this proposition at 
length. I have merely risen for the purpose of 
suggesting the difficulties which pressed upon my 
mind at the time this proposition was laid before 
the Senate, and which have continued to press 
upon my mind with increasing foree during the 
discussion upon it. These difficulties have been 
ably set forth by some of the distinguished Sena- 
tors who have opposed the bill in its present shape, 
and they have not been removed by the arguments 
of its friends. If any reply has been made to the 
clear and cogent objections urged yesterday by the 
Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Jonnsow,} it must 
have been while | was absent from this Cham- 
ber. 

The question being taken on the motion to 
translate and print the paper presented by Mr. 
Benton, it was agreed to. 


A message, in writing, was here received from 
the President of the"United States. 

A message was also received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that they had passed 
the Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Jean F. 
Perry, Josiah Blakely, Nicholas Jarant,and Robert 
Morrison. 


RECIPROCAL TRADE WITH CANADA. 


Mr. DIX, in pursuance of the notice which he 
gave to the Senate on yesterday, moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill to 
admit certain articles the growth or production of 
Canada into the United States free of duty, on con- 


|| way still exists under the treaty. But what will || dition that the like articles of the growth or pro- 
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duction of the United States are admitted into 
Canada free of duty. 

Mr. D. said: Mr. President, the bill was before 
the Senate at the last 
passed the House of Representatives and came up 
here. At the request of several Senators it was 
repeatedly postponed, and the bill was finally lost 
In consequence of the pressure of business at the 
close of the session. The w hole recess has ¢ lapse d, 
and Senators have had sufficient time to examine 
it thoroughly. I am veryedesirous that it should 
be acted upon,and what I now ask is, that the bill 
' that it may be read and under- 
any further time is necessary, | 


session of Congress. lt 


shall be taken up, 
Then, 
will not object to its 
although Lam in faver of acting on it immediately, 


t tood. 


being passed over for a time, 


. ' 
as the Parliament of Canada ts now aboutto meet, 


and we should dispose of the bill in time for them 
to take action upon it, inasmuch as it involves 
matters of mutual importance to the two countries. 


The question being then taken upon the motion 
made by Mr. Dix, it was decided, on a division, 
in the negative: Ayes 17, noes 26. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some me spent therein, the doors were 
reopen d, 

And the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 19, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
yroved, 

The SPEAKER presented the memorial of 
Isaune S. K. Reeves, first lieutenant in the regiment 
of United States artillery, and adjutant of the 
Military Academy, in relation to his allowances. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also the memorial of Archibald R. Bogardus, 
praying that his pension for disability may be 
made to commence from the date of said disability. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

PETITIONS. 

The Senate being called for the purpose, petitions 
were presented by Messrs. Kine of Massachusetts, 
Assortrt, Nicoutt, Wittiam T. Lawrence, Evias 
B. Hormes, Greevey, Stanrkweatner, Wuire, 
Eckert, Brapy, PoLttock, Srroum, Butier, 
Hameron of Pennsylvania, Cuapman, Futron, 
Danie., Donnett, Frencu, Evans of Ohio, La 
Sere, Harris, and Daruina. 


On motion of Mr. CROWELL, 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of the 
petition and papers of John 8. Devlin, administrator of E. J, 
Weed, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, 


Ordered, Tiiat the petition of George Cassady fora pen- 
sion, with the accompanying papers, be withdrawn trom 
the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill (No. 675) to 
amend **An act granting certain lands to the Ter- 
ritory of lowa, to aid in the improvement of the 
navigation of the Des Moines river, in said Terri- 
tory;’’ which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

NOTICES OF BILLs. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: A bill for the relief | 


of W. 0. Walker. 

By Mr. HARRIS: A bill regulating evidence 
in the circuit and district courts of the United 
States. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. NICOLL, from the Committee of Waysand 
Means, reported the following resolution; which 
was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, and 
they are hereby, discharged from the further consideration of 
the item of $22,500 for clerks in the offices of the Survevors 
General of the Land Ollice, contained in the estimate of 
appropriations for the ensuing fiscal year, and that said itein 
and the papers relating thereto be, and the same are hereby, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; and said last 
mentioned commiltee be instructed to inquire into the man 
nertn which said appropriauon has been expended in prior 
years, and wheter the public interest requires Uiat said ap 
propnation be further continued. 


Mr. HUDSON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following resolution; 
which was read and agreed to: , 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to inquire 


into the expediency of revising the penitentiary system of 
the District of Columbia, and reporting a plan by which the 


convicts can be supported at less expense to the Govern- 
ment. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred Senate bill to 
modify the fourth clause of the seventh section of 
an actentitled “An act to enable the people of 
Wisconsin Territory to form a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union,” approved August 6, 1846, 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment; and the bill was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to authorize an appropriation for 
removing the rocks at Hurl Gate, and the reefs in 
the harbor of New York; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRADY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate entitled “*An act for the relief of the 
heirs of Jean F. Perry, Josiah Bleakley, Nicholas 
Jarrot, and Robert Morrison,’’ reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. 

The bill was read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. HARMANSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of Sidney Flower, of Louisiana, and for the relief 
of Amelia Coviilion, of Louisiana; which were 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. DARLING, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill from the Senate enti- 
tled ‘““An act for the relief of the heirs of John 
Wall, deceased,’’ reported the same back to the 
Hiouse without amendment. Committed, 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
from the Senate, entitled ** An act granting a pen- 
sion to Bethiah Healy, widow of George Healy, 
deceased ,”’ reported the same back without amend- 
ment. Committed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Mcintosh, reported a bill for his relief, ac- 
companied by a report in writing; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the petitions of Wil- 
liam Slocum and John H. Goolsby, made adverse 
reports thereon; which were laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 


Also, reported a bill for the relief of Levi M. | 


Roberts; which was read twice and committed. 

The SPEAKER said, that the business next in 
order will be resolutions heretofore offered, calling 
npon the departments for information, and which 
had been laid over by the rule. 

REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of the President’s Message. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuomp- 
son, of Indiana,) in the chair, and proceeded to the 
consideration of the resolutions offered yesterday 
by Mr. Vinron, referring the several portions of 
the message to the appropriate committees. 

The resolutions having been read, are as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- 
gress at the present session as relates to our treaties, diplo- 
malic intercourse, and relations with foreign countries, be 
referred to the Committee on Boreign Affairs. 

2d. That so much of said message as relates to compensa- 
tion to those citizens who have served in the Indian war in 
Oregon, to the state and condition of the army, to the duties 
levied on American and neutral commerce in the ports of 
Mexico, and the disbursement of the moneys so collected, 
and the accountability therefor by the officers who collected 
and disbursed the same, with the report of the Secretary of 
War accompanying said message, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, with instructions to said com- 
inittee to rnquire into and report upon the legality of the col- 
lection of such duties, and the disbursement of the money 
so collected. 

2d. Thatso much of said message as relates to the con- 
dition and operations of the navy, the marine corps, and the 
establishment of a line of steamers between New Orleans 
and Vera Cruz, together with the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

4th. That so much of said message as relates to the tariffs 
of 1846 and 1842, the revenue, the state of the treasury, the 
public debt, the subtreasury, the general condition of the 
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next fiscal year, the unliquidated claims of Citizens ¢ 
United States against Mexico, and the estab . 
ditiona! branch mints, be referred to the Com 
and Means. 

oth. ‘That so much of said message as relates to the 
lands, the graduation and reduction of the price there. 


f, 
lishment of . 
mittee of W, . 


surveys thereot, geological, mineralogical, and inesi’ 
appointinent of additional surveyors general, and to the ‘s 
of the mineral Jands in Calitornia and New Mey, b 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

6th. That so much of said message as relates to our ings 


course and relations with the Indian tribes, and to 1, 
pointment of additional Indian agents, be referred po 5 
Committee on tndian Affairs. sie 
7th. That soe much of said message as relates to the oo 
merce and navigation of the country, and to the ext, ne 
ot the revenue laws of the United States over C iltiornia, b 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, , 
Sih. ‘That so much of said message as relates to the ew 
lishment of territorial goveraments over California ana Nes 
Mexico, and the enforcement of governments de fies . 
those Territories, be referred to the Comimitiee on thy 
ritories, with instructions to said committee to inquire 


ht 





report Whether the Executive of the United States jas ; “9 
ful authority to exercise the powers of government joy 
being enforced over those Territories. 

9th. That so much of said message as relates to the now 
utfices and post roads, and the reduction of the rate of you. 
age, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office ang 


Post Roads. 


Mr. MEADE moved to amend the eighth rego. 
lution by striking out the words * the Committee 
on the Verritories,’’ and inserting in lieu therbof 
‘a select committee.” 

Mr. M. said a very few words in explanation of 
his amendment. They were very imperfectly 
heard, bat were understood to be, that he did yor 
think that, in the organization of the Commitiee on 
Territories, justice had been done to the Sout), 
There were upon that committee three members 
from the South, and out of that number there was 
not one belonging to that party which had lately 
achieved a triumph in the Presidential election, 
If his motion for a new committee should prevail, 
he hoped that a due proportion of Whigs and Dew- 
ocrats from the South would be placed upon it, 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and the affirmative vote was declared to be 
forty-nine. 

Tellers were called for; and Messrs. Meape and 
Duncan were appointed, 

And the quesuon being again taken, the vote 
stood: Ayes 73, noes 80. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. RUMSEY moved to amend the 4th resolu- 
tion, by striking out the words, ‘the tariffs of 
1846 and 1842,” and to add the following as an 
additional resolution: 

‘© Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the tariffs of 1846 and 1842, be referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures.”’ 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose to in- 
quire from the chairman of the committee, | Mr. 
Vinron,}] whether this subject had not already 
been referred to that committee? 

Mr. VINTON said that the subject of the tariff 
had already been referred by a resolution of the 
House, upon motion of a gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. RUMSEY was understood to suggest that 
the amendment was simply a proposition of inquiry. 

Mr. HOLMES said that all resolutions of this 
kind were, from necessity, he presumed, resolu- 
tions of inquiry. Was this House prepared, afier 
the close of a protracted war, at once to refer the 
question of the ee was a question of rev- 
enue—to a committee pré-judging the whole sud- 
ject? He would ask whether it did not become 
the House to have a full report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means upon the state of the 
finances, and the prospects of the country in rela- 
tion thereto, before proceeding in this hasty manner 
to pre-judge the question? No doubt the object of 
the gentleman who had moved the amendment 
{Mr. Rumsey] was to get the House to commit 
itself, by referring the whole subject to the Com- 
miitee on Manufactures. In this im:hoate state, 
as he might call it, and before the new Adimunis- 
tration had come into power, he hoped no such 
course would be adopted. 

Mr. COBB (addressing the Chair) said he pre- 
sumed it would be in order to move an amendment 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that it would be 
in order. 

Mr. COBB. said, that as t!.e proposition of the 
gentleman from New York {Mr. i&tumseyY] took 


| finances, the estimated receipts and expenditures for the || the question of revenue out of the hands of the 
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- a ate —s -eferred } the late elect: as t he ) * the ole 1 ' } 
Committce of W ays and Means, and referred it to ection as to the opinions of the people He should not insist upon the amendment in 


, the Conmnittee on Manufactures, he took it for we aim Fd 4 its present form, but with the permission of the 
‘ vranted that the object of the gentleman was, that are ( OBB, in his s at.) | Wi ere bouts ? gentleman from ‘Tennessee, he would modify it by 
ye tarifl of 1846 and of 1842 should be considered oe INGERSOLL. In Pennsylva ua. Bul I ¢ striking out the words “and that suid committees 

. without any reference to the question of revenue; that pass. All he meant to say was, that the sub act conjointly,”’ so as to leave these cominiitees to 


od that it should be considered with reference to | Ject should go to the Committee on Manufactures, 


ye ae \ , | \ act in their separate capacities upon this subject. 
ects of our tariff system on the manufactures , OF those who thought this was not a mere revenue ‘ ; 


t the ell canes lauded £ Mr. GENTRY (coatinuing) said it seemed to 
' ey Stic f > at once reciudcer Oo he consid- } ' 
of the country. ee 0 ’ xe oe preciuded from the iG- him an immaterial question, to what commitiee this 
Mr. RUMSEY rose toexplain. The gentleman —— w rare they desired. question should be referred. If the committee to 
i, from Georgia (Mr. Coss] was mistaken. The | Mr. ee wished to inquire of the gentleman | whom it was given in charge wer competent to 
. vestion of revenue was still left with the Com- | from Pennsylvania, whether, in considering this the performance of their duty, they must look to 
Taf Ulowes Means. His (Mr. R.’s) prop- subject in reference to protection, he thought the ee : aw ae one , os 
»itteeof Waysand tf ; Ss. a (i 9 Pr p> J I ! to | n, he though the the effects which a revision of the tari! would 
. i i , . f agricuitural and commercial interests of the coun- } by ! 
sition did not contemplate taking that branch oi} have alike upon c ‘rce, africulture, ani 1an- 
‘r hat committee try were at all to be consulted; whether the farmer ve alike upon commerce, agriculture, and ma 
the subject from that committee. ‘ a | sureas Whether the karmer — ufactures, for these three interests were so imndis- 
Vir. COBB continued. FHle could not ¢he said) and the man engaged in commerce were interested |. bably nite iol “4s ar vers 
» , oo ocd ecg wal ere aap Ce ae Nay, eiubly connected that one could net be considered 
nerceive any olner motiwe which the gentieman sq ‘ wWitnout considering them all 
j ye" re a En ue a . z ? > ‘1 rr Ae a ry ‘ ' e8 ms ! ‘ , 
| have had in offering his proposition, ex ept Mr. INGERSOLL replied, very mucn, There Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina wished toknow 
: as a ae purpose of having the question of was a Committee on Agriculture and a Committee of bis friend feom Tennessee. if om maeah bo ony 
d wi © J : so sftrend i Inessee, t Si 
protection considered by the Committee on Man- | on Commerce, and to these Committees on Agui- + 


' ; : ; thatif this question was referred to the Committee 
uiactures, In Opposition to the question of revenue culture and on Commerce fet the appropriate por 


U . : . 4 ' : * . . 
rising under our tariff! system. He did not rise || ttons of this subject be spe cifically referred; but do sense of this House that the question should be 
to discuss the subject at this time. But if we were || not refuse to refer that part of the message which } : 


on Manufactures, it was not an indication of the 


ul ) : . ; Tce considered of imposing duties expr ssly for the en- 
ind to lose sight of the question of revenue in connec. || I lates to the question of protection to the ¢ om-' couragement of manutactures, without any rezard 
tion with our tariff system, there were two other mittee on Manufactures, for they would, in that to the question belonging exclusively to the Com- 
te edi FY aso . || case. -e preclude se wi ke sliever way i > a ere eee p 
ae : questions connected With it W hich ought not to be case, mm ONO preciude tho who, like him, believed mittee of Ways and Means, to wit: the questicn of 
tee lost sight of. Le referred to the interests of agri- | this to bea question of protection, from that con- revenue? c , 
we Oye "S . om $ ey: siderati hich they desired rer 
-yiture and of commerce. He could see noreason | Sideration which they desired, Mr. GENTRY replie i . lertox say 
culture ae Fake tui ahonia os Mr. COBB, witl Y, areata ii te Ws Mr. GENTRY replied, that he undertook to say 
why the question of the tariff should not be con- vit. »D, } me permission Of Ais iriend | that whenever this House referred this subject to 
. , ‘ ; ; ER A sin cif the ve “wns F ; ; , is : : 
ol sidered by committees upon agriculture and com- | from Pennsylvania, desired to ask if the gentleman |. 4 eommitiec with a view to readjust in any degree 
tly ; ' . ere 


meree, as well as upon manufactures. For his locked upon the tariff question as purely a manu- 


: eee: : our revenue laws, the House had under considers 
own part, he was willing that the subject should | facturing question? 


f ; = ; ation the question of protectio , julactur- 
on pass over upon the motion which had been made |) Mr. INGERSOLL. Yes, mainly so, certainly. ing Ceapeentes. alike “ ie scasaae tae ee 
| | by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | [A laugh.] and commerce—all of which were involved in thus 
. Means, (Mr. Vinton, | giving to it its proper di- Mr. HOLM ES, of South Carolina, desired to subject: and that this House expected a committe e 
as rection. But if that was not to be done, then he ask the gentleman a question. i alates be charged with tee wention to 4 “— 
Ay should move, as an amendment to the amendment, Mr. INGERSOLL, Yes, ec rtainly. IT shall | into inteiliwent consideration all hen various later 
: to add the Committees of Agriculture and Com- willingly respond to any interrogatories that may | ests; and that the one could not be legislated upoR 
ui, merce, in order that our tariff system might be | be made by any gentleman. inane ‘anortnssdenves withant aiiuctinethecthers. 
ti- considered with reference not only to the manu- Mr. HOLMES wished, then, to inquire under | fience. he maiiininesd if them. couaenliton men enn: 
facturing interests, but also to the agricultural and what category the Pennsylvania coal came— petent for the duty with which it was charged 
its commercial interests. whether under that of manufactures or agricul- that is guntioved net whether it wes the Clocciiatioes 
be He desired to see whether the House, at this || ture? (or €xcavations?) of Ways and Means, the Committee. on Agricul- 
early stage of its session, was disposed to lose Mr. INGERSOLL. Under neither, It belonged ture, or the Committee on Manufactures to whom 
nd : sigiit of these two great interests, and to direct | to the list of minerals. [ Laughter. } this question should be committed. But in con- 
all thei inquiries, and shape all their proceedings, Mr. HOLMES desired to ask the gentleman formity with the usage of this House, Bera el 
ed in legislation upon the tarif, to the object of man- |) another question. Did not the gentleman, in his |, (he Committee of Ways and Means to be the ap- 
ufactures alone. advocacy of the reference of this question to the propiate committee. : 


He wusted that gentlemen would make no ob- | Committee on Manufactures, mean to include the 
jection to his amendment. He trusted that they || mineral interests, the interests of Pennsylvania 
had a sufficient regard for the agricultural and || coal? 


Mr. HOLMES wished again to ask the gentle- 
man, whether if this House referred the question 


lu- é : TARR] z : to the Committee on Manufactures, it would not 
of ' commercial interests, to let the subject go to these Mr. INGE RSOLL. No. If the committee | bea manifestation of this opinion, that they thought 
i ' committees as well as to the Committee on Man- think proper to include them, I shall include them; | a tariff should be framed expressly for the purpose 
; ufactures. He saw no way to ellect this object, but, at all events, there is another substance com- of protection and not of revenue, and that they 
- except bya joint action of these committees. He |! ing from the earth, not altogether coal, but some- | would pre fer less revenue with a protective taruf 
é therefore moved to amend Mr. Rumsey’s amend- || thing more valuable than the gold of California, than more revenue with a revenue tariff? 
ed ment, by adding, after the word ** Manufactures,”’ Mr. HOLMES. Then do | understand the gen- Mr. GENTRY said he did not know that that 
the words ** the Committee on Agriculture and the tleman to say, that he has no reference toceal,and | eenclusion would necessarily follow. But if the 
In- Committee on Commerce, and that said ¢ommit- |. no desire for an increase of the duty upon it? gentleman had waited a moment, he would have 
lr, tees act jointly.” 7 : , Mr. INGERSOLL. Iam rather inclined to seen that he (Mr. G.) was in favor of the reference 
dy Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he thought his || think there is no occasion for an increase of the proposed by the resolution, and opposed to the 
- friend from Georgia, and every other member of || duty upon coal, but there certainly isforan increase — reference proposed by the amendment of the gen- 
he voferrant aeceeaiatiee ee ae a ot an page oo sae Gaon ‘ie = “a eee rt a k tl } iff of 1842 
g nu- 2 an; & now re are oe prro- > wees remark ' 849 
i= factures, they gave it its appropriate direction, for gations to be add ressed to me, I will take my seat. | if a ie 200 fre I ; 
. : : : : 3 ght, had emanated trom the 
S. this simple reason: There were gentlemen in this | [| will repeat, however, that my object in rising Committee of Ways and Means. That tarntf was 
at House (of whom, no doubt, the gentleman from || was to express this one sentiment, that, by taking very good revenue tariff; it was a most excel- 
Fy Georgia was one) who thought this altogether a | this subject from the Committee on Manutactures, — Jent protective tariff. He had no doubt, however, 
his revenue subject; there were others who did not | you put an end to the whole doctrine, which is but an intelligent committee, whether it was the 
lus think so. He (Mr. 1.) was one of those who had entertained by some members on this floor, and = Committee of Ways and Means or the Commit- 
er always acted under a different impression. He by alarge portion of those who come from the | tee on Manufactures, with the lights of experience 
he had yoted the other day with some hesitation upon | State which I have the honor in part to represent. | before them, could now mals & better revenue 
v= the resolution of his colleague over the way [Mr. Mr. GENTRY remarked, that the proposition tariff and a better protective tariff. He was not, 
ib- Eckert} for referring to the Committee of Ways |! of the gentleman from Georgia was rather a singu- therefore, for the resuscitation of the tariff of 1842. 
me and Means the question of the propriety of estab- lar one. The gentleman proposed to conjoin, to He was not for referring that portion of the Presi- 
ii lishing a tariff based upon the principles of the associate three separate, distinct committees to act | dent’s messave which related to this subject to the 
he turf of 1842. He had regretted what appeared in concert upon this subject. He did not know Committee on Manufactures; but he should sup- 
la- the perplexity of the language. If the resoluuion | that in his experience on this floor he had ever port the resolution of the honorable chairman of 
ier had spoken of a tariff based upon the principle of || heard of such a proposition being made to this the Committee of Ways and Means, to give it the 
of spectuc duties, and a protective tariff, he should || House. It seemed to proceed on the supposition | usual reference, which was the proper one; and 
nt have |!ked ita good deal better; because these had || that one commitice upon the revision of the rev- || he hoped his friend over the way would withdraw 
nit always been his principles, and lie thought would | enue laws was not competent to lool at the effect his motion, and terminate this debate. 
m- betothe end. ; 4 \| which such revision would have upon the agricul- Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said when 
te, He now submitted to his honorable friend from || tural and commercial as well as the manufacturing || the subject of the tariff bill was under the consider- 
is- Georzia, that, by changing this reference from the interests of the country. ation of Congress between two and three years 
ch Committee on Manufactures, and referring the Mr. COBB, with the permission of the gentle- | pgo, He was ene of the few members of the Demo- 
subject to any «ther committee, they would pre- man from Tennessee, would very frankly admit, rth Se party who had protested against its passage. 
re- clude—they would shut out—they would settle the — that his amendment, in its present form, he deemed | He had opposed it most conscientiously, foresee- 
nt whole question, by declaring at once that it was a impracticable. He had moved it, however, for the ing, as he thought, the effects.of the change, so 
question of revenue, and not a question of manu- | purpose of calling the attention of the House and pinion and radical, in the adoption of a new sys- 
be tactures, or whatever they pleased to call it; that the country to the impropriety of the reference | tem—of the establishment of an entire new pria- 
it was not a protective question, proposed by the amendment of the gentleman from ciple—foreseeing, as he believed, that it was going 
he _ it was not necessary now, he thought, to enter New York, [Mr. Rumsey,] and to show the pro- to have a great effect upon the future policy of the 
ok into the question, which was right and which was priety of the reference proposed by the resolution country. He should leave to those of the present 
he wrong. There had been some evidence given in | to the Committee of Ways and Means. |, day to decide whether his predictions then were right 
* 
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or wrong. What had taken place had taken place, 
and could not be altered. He had voted the other 
day against the resolution of his colleague on the 
other side of the House, (Mr. Ecxert,] for the 
resuscitation of the tariff of 1842. He had no 
hesitation at all in saying that he would not return 
to asystem deemed so odious, and which would 
necessarily destroy itself in a very short period of 
time. The tariff of 1842 was sent forth to the 
world bearing the marks of its own condemnation 
and that of some of its friends upon it. It had 
carried within its own bosom the seeds of its 
eventual destruction: we had seen, in the process 
of time, that they had sprung up, and its destruc- 
tion consummated. Its principles that were bad— 
obnoxious, were its system of minimums. They 
violated everything like reason, common sense, 
and, he might say,common honesty. Why, cot- 
ton cloths which it cost one, two, or three cents 
per yard to manufacture, were called worth twenty 
cents, and a duty, as if worth that sum, levied. It 
discriminated against the poor and in favor of the 
rich, taxing cheap articles that were mere imita- 
tions most heavily, and laying but a light hand 
upon articles of luxury of the richest kind. 

There were objections to the tariff of 1842. The 
seeds of decay were deeply implanted within its 
bosom at the moment it came into existence. He 
had been opposed to that bill, and exceedingly 
anxious fora compromise that might give us some- 
thing better. There had once been a certain com- 
mittee organized for the purpose of compromising 
the tariff bill. He was one of that committee: he 
had proposed to his friend from North Carolina, 
the then chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. MeKay,] that he should give them 
the tariff bill whieh he had reported in 1844, and 
he (Mr. T.) would have voted for it. No, sir, 
they would not agree to this. New lights had 
been shed upon the world. Men had become 
wiser, perhaps better; they thought they had at 
least—perhaps they were. This was refused, 
although it had been proposed by what was called 
the free-trade portion of the country. He was 
desirous of compromise. He wanted something 
reasonable and something permanent. 

Now, sir, what followed? The tariff of 1846. 
Sir, (said he,) I opposed this measure, earnest y 
and with all my might. It wasa radical change—a 
new principle—one that I thought wrong, and 
which, inmany particulars, [still think wrong. And 
now, sir, I go for a modification of it; a change to 
suit the wants and interests of the country. Lam not 
wedded to dates—the bill of the 30th August, 1842 


—nor to the identical one of August, some date, of 


1846. I subscribe to the principle of progress and 
reform. What might have been right in 1842, 
may have become wrong in 1846 and 1848. Empires 
have fallen down; dynasties become extinct; pol- 
icy had changed; revolution in everything had 
taken place, altering the commerce, the trade, and 
manufactures of almost every country in the world, 
A change in some—in many things, became, was 
necessary, tous. Wisdom would, and he thought 
did, dictate that we should change our systems 
only so far as the changes in times required them. 
This was his doctrine. Notwithstanding his objec- 
tions to the tariff of 1846, and that of most of his 


colleagues, the tariff of 1846 was passed. The 
objection to the new system was great. The doc- 


trine of a tariff for revenue, discriminating for 
protection, seemed to be universally held. This 
was a doctrine that all seemed to go for: protec- 
tion as an incident to revenue. This is all we 
wanted, he said. But the act of 1846 discrimi- 
nated against protection. It operated badly, when 
most needed for protection as well as revenue. 
Look at its operation: take, for example, iron. 
And he instanced this article, as he was most 
familiar with it. He put it asanexample. We 
will suppose, at the time of the passage of that 
act, that pig metal was selling for $30 per ton; 
the thirty per cent. on that would be a duty of $9. 
This was a high duty—more than was wanted; 
but to theexample: When the price of iron abroad 
came down to $18 per ton, thirty per cent. was 
$5 40 duty; a loss of $3 60 cents revenue, as well 
as $12 cheaper by way of compettion. Bat if it 
came down to $9—and he believed it had at one 
time—then the duty was $2 70 per tony and a re- 
duction of $21 per ton in the price, to facilitate 
competition. Thus, sir, yoy lost $6 30 revenue 
= ton, and $21 protection, if you choose It 
iscriminated against labor when products were 
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abundant abroad, and cheap. We thus become 
protection. 

Now, sir, what is the remedy for all this? 
plain, Specific duttes—moderate specific duties 
—moderate, not inconsistent withrevenue. Take 
iron again as an example: fix a price for it, say 
$20 or $25 per ton; calculate it at §20, If you 
please; say thirty per cent. on this valuation; this 
would be six doliars. Now, sir, when it would be- 
come abundant abroad, and should come in at nine 
dollars, (the valuation per ton,) you would sull get 
your six dollars on the ton; and the more that 
should come in, (the evidence of superabundance, 
and want of marketabroad,) the more revenue there 
would accrue tothe country. Let this be the sys- 


It is | 


tem in regard to the great arucles of manufacture and | 


produce of the country. Specific duties would give 
stability. Our aflairs would not be made to fluc- 
tuate, nor our revenue either. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired, if his col- 
league did not consider specific duties necessary 
on liquors, wines, and brandtes? 


Mr. THOMPSON said he did not know—he | 


could not answer—he did not deal in these articles. 

Mr.C.J.INGERSOLL. You will, if you con- 
sider the interest of the country. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he could not charge his 
colleague, for whom he had the highest regard, 
with any want of consistency, not in the least. 
But it seemed to him to be within his recollection, 
that his colleague, at the last session of Congress, 
proposed a reduction of duties on liquors to fifteen 
per cent. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I proposed it—for there 
ought, no doubt, to be a reduction, but it ought to 
be a reduction to specific duties; they are a good 
deal better than your ad valorems. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was opposed to ad 
valorems as universally applied. He thought it a 
mistaken policy in every point of sight. He was 
in favor of reasonable specific duues, but opposed 
to minimums. 

Mr. GREELEY begged the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to tell him how he could have spe- 
cific duties and not minimums? 

Mr. THOMPSON. There was a difference 
between them, he thought—so thought the framers 
of the tariff act of 1842. They fixed by law an 
artificial value, without any regard to its real value, 
and assessed a duty equal to its whole value in 
some cases, withoutany regard to supply, demand, 
market, or anything else. 

Voices. You are wrong. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I am not wrong, I think. 
The act of 1842 contained specific duties—and 
minimums, not asa eonsequence of specific duties, 
but as a consequence of the ad valorem system. 


Without critically inquiring into that branch of | 


the matter, he had not taken the terms as convert- 
ible. Atall events, these minimums, to a greater 
extent than anything else, overthrew the tariff of 
1842. 

Mr. THOMPSON proceeded. He wanted spe- 
cific duties, moderate and reasonable. ‘Those 
fluctuations that contingencies produced abroad, 
he wanted to avoid; and he only wanted this when 
any part of our industry was of the kind to be in- 
juriously affected by foreign revulsions. 
have asystem, uniform, that will not run up prices 
to-day, and depress them to-morrow, by the acci- 
dency of want of demand in other countries. The 


Let us_ 


Democratic doctrine was a tariff for revenue, with | 


incidental protection; and it can be arrived at by 
no other process than by the imposition of specific 
duties. 
protection.’’? This, he conceived and believed, was 
exploded. And she was glad it was so. But these 


extreme and radical changes he was opposed to. | 


Their suddenness is objectionable. That the change 
from specific duties to ad valorems—and very radi- 
calatthat—have effected, to some extent, the politics 
of the State he had the honor in part to represent, 
he did not doubt; but to what extent, he was un- 
willing to say. Many agencies were at work to 
defeat the Democracy of the old Keystone. This 


was one of them, and contributed, to some extent, | 


to produce the result. 

Mr. Chairman (said he) I was opposed to the 
tariff act of 1846 in its then shape. I preferred 
amending the act of 1842. 
earnestly a modification of the act of 1846. I care 


I now desire most | 


i 


| tem of 1842. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








a 
| require (and he spoke only of them from his being 
losers of revenue, without a shadow of a shade of || 
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ae 


better acquainted with them) stability—the Sta. 
bility to be acquired from specific duties, 2 
opposed to the repeal of the act of 1846. 
earnestly opposed going back to the expl 


He was 
He Most 
— 5) . oded 8s. 
Sir, if reénacted, it would Only be. 
come the object of the most untiring warfare. No 
reliance could be placed in its stability. It would 
be the nucleus around which, in Opposition, thou 
sands and thousands would constantly accumn. 
late, until it would be overthrown and destroyed 
It would be the element in every Presidential con. 


_ test, and become a mere political question, in dis. 


regard of all the principles, whether of revenue or 

protection, upon which it might be based, 
Amend, sir, this bill. He appealed to his friends 

over the way. They now had the power. Noy 


_amend—reform—do not destroy. The tariff queg. 
tion had some effect in Pennsylvania at the late 


election. Let not the hope of keeping that State 
dissatisfied, and thus keeping her out of Demo. 


| cratic traces, prevent your amending the system, 


You are expected to do it—not give her the act 
of 1842—that would be broken down as soon ag 
it should come into existence—but reform the 
present system. Sir, we ask for stability—mod. 
erate duties, but in a form consistent with rey. 
enue, discriminating, within this principle, in fayor 
of our interests. The gentlemen on the other side 
of the House are in power now, and will be, at 
least in the House and in the Executive depart 
ment, for some timetocome. Let me advise them 
to give us reasonable measures. Amend, and not 
destroy. No subject, he supposed, ever occupied 
the mind of man of greater practical difficulty than 
the financial system of this country. It must fre. 
quently be revised and altered,and our great error 
has been in overthrowing, and not amending es- 
tablished systems, slowly and cautiously 

Mr. FRIES begged to ask the gentleman a ques. 
tion. Were not the prices of iron higher now than 
they were in 1846? 

{Severat voices: ‘* No,’’] 

Mr. THOMPSON said no, they were not; and 
gave a statement showing considerable difference 
at this time. As to the passage of the act of 1846, 
Mr. T. said he could not now say whether the 
other side of the House, who opposed it now, 
were to blame for its passage or not—not now, he 


said, but he would have something to say aboutit 


| reason, 


He, for one, asked no ‘protection for |) 


at some future time. [A laugh.] 

There is a resort sometimes to a smile, when an 
answer is not at hand, (said Mr. T.) and it has been 
said that some men can laugh who cannot always 
It was enough for him to remark now, 

that a Whig Senator in the other branch voting 

for the act of 1846, carried it, or his vote had the 
| effect of doing so. 
‘* But we shall see,’’ he said, what the gentle- 
| men on the other side will do with this question— 
whether they will reform or destroy systems. It 
is with them, and the responsibility rests with 
them. I invoke the spirit of moderation as the 
only medium of stability, or the means by which 
| it may be arrived at. He said he had no great 

choice as to the committee to which this subject 
| should go, so that reform should be the result. 
Mr. VINTON said he had not risen for the pur- 
pose of entering into any discussion upon the policy 
| of the tariff, much less of discussing the question 
' of its influence upon the revenue, the commerce, 
the capital, and the industry of the country, with 
which that subject was necessarily and inseparably 
_ connected. He had risen only to say a word in 
explanation of the reason which had induced him 
to give to this subject the direction proposed by 
| the resolution which he had offered. 
As the gentleman (rom Tennessee [Mr. Garon 
had truly remarked, the tariff of ’42 emanate 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
tariff of ’46—the existing law of the land—came 

also from the same committee. During the present 
"session of Congress, the House, by a very decided 
' vote, had committed the same subject to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. He presumed that 
that committee was not ambitious of it; but in 
drawing the resolution, not only from the history 
_of what had been done heretofore, but from the 

direction which the House had given to the sub- 
_ ject at the present session, he understood it to be 

the decisive intention of the House that it should 
/be committed to the Committee of Ways and 


not about the increase of duties; it is their form I } Means. If, however, it was the wish of the House 
| wish to alter, The interests of my State (said he)’ that the Committee on Manufactures should have 
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